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Week 9 Theology of Psalms and Wisdom Literature

1. Overview
1) Psalms and Wisdom
Literature explore the relationship between God and human life,
addressing suffering, wisdom, worship, and the meaning of existence.
2) Key Focus
(1) Psalms: Expression of faith and emotions toward God
(2) Wisdom Literature: Principles for living under God's order

2. Theology of Psalms

1) Characteristics
(1) Book of prayer and worship
(2) Honest expression of human emotions
(3) Personal relationship with God

2) Major Themes
(1) God as King
(2) God as Savior
(8) Covenant faithfulness
(4)

Faith in suffering

3) Types of Psalms
(1) Praise Psalms
(2) Lament Psalms
(3) Thanksgiving Psalms
(4)

Royal/Messianic Psalms



(5) Core Message —“Faith that seeks God in every situation”

3. Theology of Wisdom Literature
1) Scope
(1) Proverbs
(2) Job
(3)

Ecclesiastes

2) Definition of Wisdom
(1) Not mere knowledge, but
(2) “Living in the fear of the Lord” (Proverbs 1:7)

4. Theology of Each Book
1) Proverbs
(1) Moral order and practical wisdom
(2) Contrast between righteous and wicked
(3) Obedience leads to blessing

2) Job
(1) Problem of righteous suffering
(2) God's sovereignty beyond human understanding
(3)

Key Message —“God remains good even in suffering”

3) Ecclesiastes
(1) Meaninglessness of life without God
(2) Reflection on human existence
(3) Conclusion —“Fear God and keep His commandments”

5. Key Theological Themes
1) God-centered life
True meaning is found in God

2) Theology of suffering
Suffering is part of spiritual formation

3) Wisdom and revelation

True wisdom comes from God

6. Connection to the New Testament




1) Psalms — Messianic prophecy fulfilled in Jesus Christ
2) Wisdom Literature — Fulfilled in Christ as divine wisdom
3) Christ = Wisdom of God (1 Corinthians 1:24)

7. Application

1) Personal
(1) Restore a life of prayer and worship
(2) Trust God in suffering

2) Community
(1) Build Word—centered communities
(2) Practice wise living

8.

Discussion Questions

1) Why do the Psalms express raw human emotions?
2) What does Job teach about suffering?

3) Why does Ecclesiastes call life “meaningless”?

4) What is true wisdom?



