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Week 5 The Patriarchs and God's Covenant

Course Overview

1.

[saac,

1) This lecture focuses on the patriarchs in Genesis (Abraham,

and Jacob) and examines the covenant God established with them.
2) It highlights the theological significance of the covenant within the

broader redemptive history.

2. Learning Objectives

1) Understand the historical background of the patriarchal period Explain



the key elements of the Abrahamic Covenant
2) Understand how the covenant is passed through Isaac and Jacob
Explain the connection between the covenant and the New Testament

3. Key Biblical Texts
1) Genesis 12:1-3
2
3
4
5

Genesis 15
Genesis 17
Genesis 26:3-5

)
)
)
) Genesis 28:13-15

4. Lecture Content
1) Background of the Patriarchal Age
(1) Ancient Near Eastern context

(2) Abraham’s calling from an idolatrous culture
(3) God’s sovereign choice

2) The Abrahamic Covenant
(1) Promise of land
(2) Promise of descendants
(3) Promise of blessing (to all nations)
(4) Key Point: The covenant is based on God’s grace, not human
merit

3) Covenant Confirmation (Genesis 15)
(1) God unilaterally confirms the covenant

(2) The covenant ceremony emphasizes God's initiative

4) The Covenant of Circumcision (Genesis 17)
(1) Circumcision as the sign of the covenant
(2) Relationship between outward sign and inward faith

5) Covenant Continuation through Isaac and Jacob
(1) The covenant continues by divine promise, not human effort
(2) Reaffirmation of the same covenant

6) Theological Significance of the Covenant
(1) Foundation of redemptive history




(2) God’s faithfulness
(3) Fulfillment through Jesus Christ

5. Theological Summary
1) The covenant is an act of God's sovereign grace

2) It unfolds progressively in history
3) It is ultimately fulfilled in Christ

6. Application

1) How do | understand God’s covenant?
2) Is faith based on human effort or divine grace?
3) How should we live as covenant people today?

7. Discussion Questions
1) Why did God choose Abraham?
2) Why is the covenant not based on human conditions?

3) How is the Old Testament covenant connected to the Gospel?



