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Week 12 Theology of the Book of Acts

1. Overview
1) The Book of Acts records the birth and expansion of the Church after
the ascension of Jesus Christ.

2) This lecture explores its major theological themes: the Holy Spirit, the
Church, mission, and the unfolding of God’s redemptive plan.

2. Historical Background
1) Author: Luke




2) Date: Around AD 60-70
3) Context: Expansion of the gospel within the Roman Empire
4) Purpose: To show how the gospel spread from Jews to Gentiles

3. Key Theological Themes
1) The Work of the Holy Spirit
(1) Pentecost (Acts 2)
(2) Source of power for the Church
(3) The Spirit leads mission and witness
(4)

Key Message: The Church begins and grows through the Holy Spirit.

2) Nature of the Church
(1) Community life (Acts 2:42-47)
(2) Devotion to teaching, prayer, fellowship, and sharing
(3) Unity of Jews and Gentiles
(4) Key Message: The Church is the unified body of Christ.

3) Mission and Expansion
(1) Jerusalem — Judea — Samaria — Ends of the earth (Acts 1:8)
(2)

(3) Universal scope of the gospel

(4) Key Message: The gospel spreads to all nations.

Transition from Peter to Paul

4) Foundation of Pauline Theology
(1) Legitimacy of Gentile mission
(2) Justification by faith
(3) Grace over the Law
(4) Key Message: Salvation is by grace.

5) Suffering and Witness
(1) Persecution of early believers
(2) Martyrdom and faithfulness
(3) Gospel spreads through suffering
(4) Key Message: Suffering serves God’s mission.

4. Theological Structure Summary

Category Content
Holy Spirit Power and origin of the Church
Church Community and unity

Mission Global expansion



Salvation Grace—centered
Suffering Witness through hardship

5. Application
1) The Church must be Spirit-led
2) Evangelism is every believer's mission
3) The Church must transcend cultural barriers
4) Faith must endure through suffering

6. Conclusion
1) Acts is not just history—it is an ongoing story of God’s redemptive
work.
2) Empowered by the Holy Spirit, the Church continues to expand, and
every believer participates in this mission.




