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Week 10 Theology of Exile and Restoration

1.

Lecture Overview

1) Topic:
God’s redemptive plan
Israel’s restoration

2) Key Texts:

(1) 2 Kings 24-25
(2) 2 Chronicles 36
(3) Ezra, Nehemiah
(
(

4
5

Daniel, Ezekiel

)
)
)
) Haggai, Zechariah

3) Objectives:

revealed through the Babylonian exile and

(1) Understand the historical and theological meaning of the Exile

2

4

(2) Discover God’s covenant faithfulness even in judgment
(38) Understand the theology of restoration and temple rebuilding
(4) Grasp the development of Messianic hope

Historical Background

1) Beginning of the Exile

(1) Fall of Jerusalem (586 BC)
(2) Temple destroyed, people taken to Babylon

2) Life in Exile




(1) Crisis of identity
(2) Formation of law—centered community

3) Beginning of Restoration
(1) Decree of Cyrus (538 BQC)
(2) Return to Jerusalem and rebuilding begins

3.

Key Theological Themes

1) Judgment and Justice of God
(1) Consequence of covenant disobedience
(2) Fulfillment of prophetic warnings
(3) Key ldea: Judgment is a pathway to restoration

2) Covenant Faithfulness

(1) God does not abandon His covenant
(2) Emergence of the “Remnant” concept
(3) Key Texts:

Ezekiel 36:24-28

Jeremiah 29:10-14

3) Transformation of God’s Presence
(1) From Temple—-centered — Word—centered faith
(2) Development of synagogue worship
(3) Key ldea: God is not confined to a place

4) Messianic Hope

(1) Continuation of Davidic covenant
(2) Promise of a coming King
(3) Daniel 7: “Son of Man”

5) Community Restoration
(1) Temple rebuilding (Haggai)
(2) Spiritual renewal (Zechariah)
(8) Law—-centered reform (Ezra)

4.

Key Figures

1) Daniel: Faith in exile
2) Ezekiel: Prophet of restoration



3) Ezra: Restorer of the Law
4) Nehemiah: Rebuilder of Jerusalem
5) Zerubbabel: Temple leader

5. Theological Messages
1) Judgment is not the end, but the beginning of restoration
2) God is sovereign over history
3) Faith depends on relationship with God, not circumstances
4) God works through a faithful remnant
5) Spiritual renewal precedes external restoration
6. Discussion Questions
1) What lessons does the Exile teach the modern Church?
2) How does the “Remnant theology” apply today?
3) What does the shift from Temple to Word-centered faith mean?
4) How does post-exilic reform relate to church renewal today?
7. Application

1) Trust God in times of suffering

2) Restore a Word-centered life

3) Participate in community restoration
4) Hold onto the hope of the Messiah



