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1. Detailed Interpretation of 666

Text : Revelation 13:16-18

"It also forced all people, great and small, rich and poor, free and slave, to
receive a mark on their right hands or on their foreheads, so that they could
not buy or sell unless they had the mark, which is the name of the beast or
the number of its name.

This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number
of the beast, for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666."

1. Interpretation Highlights:
1) 666 is the name of the beast or the number representing his name.
2) It is explicitly called "the number of a man.”
3) Thus, 666 symbolizes more than a literal number; it represents a human
centered, God-opposing system(or a person).

2. The Symbolism of 666 from the Pauline Theological Perspective Paul does
not mention "666" directly, but he clearly defines the concept of the
Antichrist ("the man of lawlessness").

1) Human Deification and Opposition to God
(2 Thessalonians 2:3—4)
"Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come unless the
rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of
destruction, who opposes and exalts himself against every so—called god or
object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God,
proclaiming himself to be God.”

(1) Paul refers to the Antichrist as "the man of lawlessness"and "the
son of destruction."
(2) He will oppose God, exalt himself, and demand worshipas if he
were God.
(3) 666, there fore, symbolizes the ultimate human rebellionagainst
God, a human system (or figure) deifying himself.
Summary:



666 = The completion of human pride, the human attempt to usurp the
place of God.

3. The Issue of the "Mark" and Its Application to Modern Eschatology
According to Revelation 13:16—-17:

1) The mark on the right hand or forehead
signifies more than a physical mark.

2) It is a spiritual and mental act of loyalty and allegiance to the Beast
(the Antichrist).

3) Interpreted through Pauline theology:
(1) Paul emphasizes the sealing of believers by the Holy Spirit
(Ephesians 1:13).
(2) The seal of the Holy Spirit is the mark of belonging to God,
whereas the mark of the Beastindicates belonging to the Antichrist.
(3) Receiving the mark signifies spiritual submission and loyalty.

4) Modern Eschatological Concern:
(1) The rise of global surveillance systems, digital currencies, biometric
controls indicates the preparation for worldwide control.
(2) Such systems erode human freedomand lay the groundwork for a
unified control under the Antichrist.
(3) This is a plausible environment for the implementation of the mark.

4. Systematic Biblical Proof from Pauline Theology

Category Meaning
Meaning of 666 Human—centered pride, deification of man(H13:18, AIZ 2:3-4)
Antichrist |dentity Man of lawlessness, son of destruction, opponent of God(AtE 2:3-4)

Meaning of the Mark Spiritual and mental allegiance to the Antichrist(Hl13:16—17)
Mark of Believers Sealing by the Holy Spirit as a guarantee of salvation(2 1:13-14)
Global control systems, suppression of human freedom, move toward

Current Application .
pp deification of humanity (H&&= X )

5. Conclusion: Summary of 666 Interpretation According to Pauline Theology
1) 666 symbolizes the ultimate human rebellion, an attempt to usurp
God’s place through self—deification.

2) The Antichrist, identified by Paul as the man of lawlessness, will be a



religious—political ruler opposing God.

3) The Mark of the Beastis not merely a physical mark, but a spiritual
allegianceto the Antichrist’s authority.

4) It stands in direct opposition to the sealing of believers by the Holy
Spirit.

5) Current technological and global trends could potentially lead toward
an environment where the 666 system is implemented.

Summary in one sentence:
666 symbolizes the final rebellion where humanity seeks to dethrone God
and exalt itself, and Pauline theology identifies this system as the work
of the man of lawlessness, heralding final judgment.




