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Lecture 7: The Sealing of the Holy Spirit
(Pauline Theology Summary)
1. What is the sealing of the Holy Spirit?

1) According to Paul, the sealing of the Holy Spiritis a divine confirmation
that one is God’s own possession, granting assurance of salvation
and inheritance.

2) It represents the indwelling Spirit certifying the believer’s identity as a
child of God (Eph 1:13, 2 Cor 1:22).

2. The sealing is distinct from regeneration
1) Paul distinguishes regeneration(new birth) from sealing.
(1) Regeneration is the beginning of salvation.
(2) Sealing is the guarantee of the heavenly inheritance(Eph 1:14).

2) It is experiential: The Spirit testifies with our spirit that we are God's
children(Rom 8:16).

3. Sealing provides assurance of salvation and future inheritance

1) Paul repeatedly calls the Holy Spirit the “guarantee”of our inheritance
(Eph 1:14; 2 Cor 5:5).

2) Sealing is an eschatological sign, affirming we are already redeemed
and will fully inherit God’s promises.

4. Sealing signifies ownership, authority, and protection

1) In ancient culture, a seal symbolized legal ownership, official authority,
and secured protection.



2) Paul uses sealing to affirm that believers belong to God,are protected
from the evil one, and stand firm in their identity(Eph4:30;2Tim 2:19).

5. Jesus’ sealing as a model for believers
1) Jesus was sealed by the Holy Spirit at His baptism in the Jordan
(Matt 3:16-17).
2) For Paul, this serves as the paradigm of Spirit baptism and sealing,
empowering believers for witness and ministry (Acts 1:8).

6. Conclusion: Sealing confirms identity and mission
1) Sealing is not emotional hype, but a legal act of divine affirmation.
2) Paul urges believers to live boldly in their calling, with sealing as a
foundation of confidence and authority(Acts 4:31; 1 Cor 2:4).

3) The sealing of the Spirit guarantees the believer’s identity, calling, and
eternal hope—a central work in Pauline pneumatology.



