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Lessen 5. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit
(Pauline Theology Perspective)

1. The Essence of Baptism: Union with Christ
1) Paul views baptism not merely as a ritual but as a spiritual union with
the death and resurrection of Christ(Romans 6:3-5).
2) Water baptism is an external sign of becoming a new creation in Christ,

while
3) Spirit baptism is the internal reality where the believer is united with
Christ through the Spirit(1 Corinthians 12:13).

2. Distinction of Baptisms
1) John's baptism:
A water baptism of repentance (Acts 19:4).

2) Baptism in the name of Jesus:
An act of obedience for the redeemed.

3) Spirit baptism:

Given by Christ Himself after His ascension as a seal and empowerment
for ministry(Acts 2:1-4).

3. Paul’s Understanding of Spirit Baptism

1) Spirit baptism is distinct from regeneration.

2) Regeneration is being justified through faith by the work of the Spirit
(Titus 3:5),

3) While Spirit baptism is the seal and empowerment for witness and
ministry(Ephesians 1:13-14, Acts 1:8).

4) Spirit baptism is universal for all believers, yet being filled with the
Spiritis to be continually sought (Ephesians 5:18).




4. Trinitarian Name and the Name of Jesus

1) In Matthew 28:19, the command to baptize "in the name of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit" is,

2) In Pauline theology, understood as a reference to the one name
revealed in Jesus Christ(Colossians 2:9).

3) The early church baptized "in the name of Jesus" because the fullness
of the Triune God dwells in Him(Acts 2:38).

5. The Believer’s Life and Spirit Baptism
1) Paul testifies that all believers are baptized by one Spirit into one
body (1 Corinthians 12:13).
2) Yet the filling and empowering of the Spiritis a continual pursuit for
effective witness and spiritual maturity (Galatians 5:25).
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Lessen 5 : Distinction between Salvation and

Baptism of the Holy Spirit

Salvation and Spirit Baptism Are Distinct Events

1.

1) Salvation (Regeneration)occurs when a person receives Jesus Christ

as Lord and Savior, through the work of the Holy Spirit bringing

repentance and faith (Titus 3:5, Romans 10:9).

2) Baptism of the Holy Spiritis the empowerment and sealinggiven to

those who are already saved, for the purpose of ministry and witness



(Acts 1:5, 1:8).

2. The Holy Spirit Works Through the Preacher

3.

1) The one who preaches the gospel is someone who has already
received the Holy Spirit(Acts 1:8).

2) The Spirit works through their message so that the hearer may
confess Jesus as Lord(1 Corinthians 12:3).

3) This confession leads to salvation — but it is not yet Spirit baptism.
It is the moment of salvation.

Spirit Baptism Is Promised Only to Believers

1) Spirit baptism is promised only to those who have believed and are
saved, not to unbelievers (Acts 2:38-39).

2) It is an anointing and empowerment given by Jesus after salvation.

3) It is not the same as being born again.

4. The 120 in the Upper Room Were Already Saved

5.

1) They had seen the risen Christ and obeyed His command to wait for
the Spirit.

2) They were already cleansed through the Word(John 15:3).

3) The Spirit baptism in Acts 2 was to empower them for witness and
ministry, not for salvation.

Clarifying Misunderstandings in Pauline Theology

1) Paul distinguishes between the indwelling of the Spirit at salvation
(Romans 8:9) and the baptism or filling of the Spirit for ministry
(Ephesians 5:18, 1 Corinthians 12:13).

2) While some Reformed views equate regeneration with Spirit baptism,
the pattern in Actsshows they can be separate.

3) Therefore, Spirit baptism is not part of salvationbut a subsequent act
of empowerment.
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Lessen 5 : Pauline Theology on the Holy Spirit and
the Withess of Ministry

1. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you---”
(Acts 1:8)
1) This is a non—negotiable requirementfor becoming a true witness.

2) Without the Spirit’'s coming, no one can be sent by Godor rightfully
minister(Romans 10:15).

2. “Witness” is a legal term.
1) It refers to someone who has seen and heard firsthand, not merely
heard about it.
2) The apostles were legal witnessesof Jesus’ death and resurrection,
and they only began their witness after receiving the Holy Spirit.

3. We have never seen Jesus with our natural eyes.
1) No amount of study, logic, or theological training qualifies us to
testify of Jesus as witnesses.
2) Jesus does not accept human testimony apart from the Spirit (John
5:34).

4. Only the Holy Spirit can fully testify of Christ.
1) The Spirit is the Spirit of Christ, the eternal God who was with Christ
in all His work from before the foundation of the world.
2) Only He can testify of Jesus' divine nature, death, resurrection, and
lordship with perfect truth and authority.

5. According to Pauline theology: No Spirit = No sending.
1) A minister without the baptism of the Holy Spirit is self-appointed, not
sent by God.
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his ministry (Acts 13:1-4; Galatians 1:1).

3) Paul himself was called and sent by the Holy Spiritbefore beginning
=40/ PN

2) Such a person may have zeal, but not the sealof divine authority.
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