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Lesson 2: Who is the Holy Spirit
(Pauline Theological Summary)

1. The Essential Identity of the Holy Spirit
1) The Holy Spirit is not an impersonal force but the third person of the
Trinity — fully God, fully personal.

2) Paul calls Him “the Spirit of God” (Rom 8:9), “the Spirit of Christ”
(Rom 8:9), and “the Spirit of the Son” (Gal 4:6), affirming His divine
essence.

2. Divine Attributes and Works of the Spirit
1) Paul presents the Spirit as eternal (Heb 9:14), holy (Rom 1:4),
powerful (Rom 15:19), true (1 Cor 2:10-13), and loving (Rom 5:5).

2) The Spirit applies the redemptive work of Christ to believers through
regeneration (1 Cor 6:11), sealing (Eph 1:13), sanctification (Rom
8:13), and glorification (Rom 8:17).

3. The Personality of the Holy Spirit
1) Paul emphasizes the Spirit's personhood: He speaks (Acts 13:2),
grieves (Eph 4:30), wills (1 Cor 12:11), and knows (1 Cor 2:10).

2) Understanding the Spirit as a person is central in Pauline theology.

3) The Spirit leads, empowers, and unites the body of Christ as the
presence of God within.

4. Symbols of the Holy Spirit
Although Paul does not focus on symbolic language, he refers to the
Spirit as “the Spirit of life” (Rom 8:2), “the Spirit of adoption” (Rom
8:15), and “the Spirit of power” (1 Cor 2:4), emphasizing the Spirit’s
active role.

5. The Spirit in Redemptive History
1) According to Paul, the Spirit seals believers at the moment of faith




(Eph 1:13), indwells them (1 Cor 6:19), and leads them in the new
life of righteousness (Rom 8:14).

2) The Holy Spirit is the key divine agent in the believer’s justification,
sanctification, and glorification, working in union with Christ.




