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Lesson 14: The Gift of Prophecy in Pauline
Theology

Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 12:1, 4-11; 14, 1 Thessalonians 5

1. The Essence of Prophecy in Pauline Theology
1) According to Paul, prophecy is a vocal gift of the Spirit given for the

edification, exhortation, and comfortof the church (1 Cor. 14:3).

2) It is the highest of the vocal giftsbecause it directly builds up the
community in understandable language (1 Cor. 14:5).

3) Unlike Old Testament prophecy, it does not deliver new revelation but
is a Spirit-inspired message to edify the local body.

2. Distinction Between Prophets and Those With the Gift of Prophecy
1) Paul distinguishes prophets (Old Testament)from those who exercise
the gift of prophecy (New Testament).
2) Prophets were divine messengers and revealers of God’s Word, while
New Testament prophets are vessels of encouragement and instructionfor

the local church.

3) Acts 21 describes Philip’s four daughterswho prophesied, yet they
were not prophets like Agabus, who functioned in a more authoritative
prophetic office.

3. Purpose and Limitation of Prophecy
1) Purpose:
To build up the church, encourage the faith, and strengthen the
spiritual life of believers.

2) Limitation:
It is not equal to Scriptureand must be discerned and tested(1Cor.14:29)




Prophecy is one way the Spirit speaks, but it does not replace the full
revelation of the gospelfound in Christ and the Scriptures.

4. Warnings Against Misuse

1) Those with the gift of prophecy must not confuse themselves with Old
Testament prophets.

2) The gift must not be used to control others, predict trivial matters, or
become a form of spiritual manipulation.

3) Paul insists all gifts be exercised in order, discernment, and for the
benefit of the church, not for personal elevation (1 Cor. 14:26-33).

5.

Conclusion: The Role of Prophecy in Pauline Theology

1) Paul values prophecy as a spiritual gift, not as a source of doctrine
or revelation.

2) All prophecy must align with the gospel of Christand serve to edify
the community, not create confusion or elevate the individual.

3) Prophecy, rightly exercised, magnifies Christ and unifies the body.



