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1.

Lecture 12 — The Gift of Discerning of Spirits
(Pauline Theology)

Context and Urgency

1) Paul warned that in the last days, deceiving spirits will arise(1Tim 4:1)

2) Satan disguises himself as an angel of light (2 Cor 11:14) to mislead
the Church.

3) Therefore, all believers must walk by the Spirit (Rom 8:14) and discern
every spirit through the gift of discernment.

Definition of the Gift (1 Cor 12:10)

3.

1) The ability to discern the source of a spirit—whether from God, man,
or Satan.

2) It penetrates beyond external signs to discern motives and spiritual
origins.

3) This gift helps to distinguish between the works of the Holy Spirit and
those of demons.

Areas of Discernment

1) Testing Prophecies and Ministries
Paul instructed to test all things, especially prophecy(1Thess 5:19-22).

2) Spiritual Condition Analysis
(1) Are the fruit of the Spirit(Gal 5:22-23) evident in speech and action?
(2) Is the person aligned with the true gospel? (Gal 1:6-9)

3) Source of Teachings
(1) Do they confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior? (1 John 4:1-3)

(2) Teachings that glorify man or material gain over Christ are from
the enemy.

4) Evaluation of Signs and Wonders

Not all miracles are from God. Discern by the fruit, not power (Matt



7:15-20).

5) Self—-Examination

(1) What motivates me—Spirit or flesh, humility or pride, love or fear?
(2) Paul examined himself continually (1 Cor 9:27).

4. Pauline Standards for Discernment

1) Gospel-centeredness:

Does the teaching exalt Jesus as Lord? (1 Cor 12:3)

2) Presence of the fruit of the Spirit:
righteousness, peace, and joy (Rom 14:17)

3) Edification of the Church:
Does it build up or confuse? (1 Cor 14)

4) Faithfulness to the Gospel:
Any other gospel is cursed (Gal 1:8-9)

5. Practical Exhortations
1) Use the Word of God—the sword of the Spirit—to discern (Eph 6:17)
2) Let the peace of Christ rule your heart as a confirmation (Col 3:15)
3) Constantly examine your words and actions:
Do they glorify Christ? (2 Cor 4:5)




