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Lecture 8: The Eternal Kingdom of Heaven

1. Nature of Heaven in Pauline Theology
1) Heaven is the Kingdom of God, defined by righteousness, peace, and
joy in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17).
2) The kingdom has already come to believers (inner kingdom), is
manifested through the Church (ecclesiastical kingdom), and will be
consummated in glory (eternal kingdom).

2. A Monarchical Reign of Grace
1) Not a reign of law, but a reign of grace (Romans 6:14).




2) Only the righteous—those justified by faith—can enter and dwell in
this kingdom (Romans 5:1; Philippians 3:9).

. Paul’s Testimony on the Reality of Heaven

1) Paul was caught up to the third heaven and testified of inexpressible
glory (2 Corinthians 12:1-4).

2) Heaven is a realm no eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind
has conceived (1 Corinthians 2:9).

. The Gospel of the Kingdom

1) The resurrection of Christ guarantees the reality of heaven (1
Corinthians 15:20).
2) The eternal kingdom is the blessed hope of all believers (Titus 2:13).

. Contrast Between Earth and Heaven

1) The present world is perishable, groaning, and subject to futility
(Romans 8:20-23).

2) Heaven is a new creation, free from groaning, filled with glory and
liberty (Revelation 21:1-4; Romans 8:21).

. Characteristics of Heaven

1) Life, light, love, truth, perfect fellowship and knowledge (1 Corinthians
13:12).

2) The redeemed shall live in glorified bodies and transcend space and
time (1 Corinthians 15:42-49).

. What Does Not Exist in Heaven

1) No sin, no death, no sorrow, no disease, no curse, no devil, no toil,
no competition, no pollution (Revelation 21:4, 27).

2) Everything is new (Revelation 21:5), perfect, and full of divine
fellowship.

. The Way to Enter Heaven

1) Only those born of the Spirit and justified by faith in Jesus Christ
shall enter (Romans 3:24-26; John 3:3-5; Romans 8:9).
2) Christ’s second coming is the blessed hope by which believers will be



led into the eternal kingdom (1 Thessalonians 4:16—-18; Philippians
3:20-21).

9. Rewards and Inheritance
1) Each will receive reward according to their work (1 Corinthians
3:12-15).
2) Believers are heirs of the kingdom through faith (Galatians 3:29;
Romans 8:17).




