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Lecture 7: Pauline Theology Summary of “The Blood Covenant
A Better Covenant”

1. Covenant Fulfillment in Christ
1) Paul asserts that the covenant with Abraham established before the
Law was the beginning of the gospel (Gal 3:8, 3:17).
2) The Law was added 430 years later to reveal sin and lead to Christ
(Gal 3:19-25).
3) The Law was a shadow; Christ is the fulfillment (Rom 10:4).

2. Old Covenant vs New Covenant

Category Old Covenant New Covena
Foundation Law on stone tablets (Ex 24) Law written on hearts,indwelling Spirit(Jer31:31-34,2Cor3:3)
Content "Do not," "Do" commands Inner desire to love God and neighbor
Access to God Through priests Directly through Christ, by adoption (Gal 4:6)
Ritual Animal blood Jesus’ blood, the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor 11:25)
Status Spirit of bondage and condemnation Spirit of sonship and liberty (Rom 8:1-2, Gal 4:7)

3. Jesus Christ: The Guarantor of the New Covenant

1) Paul identifies Jesus as “the mediator of a better covenant”(Heb 8:6,
9:15).

2) He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation,




and the head of the new humanity(Col 1:15-20).
3) His cross marks the end of the Law, and through the gospel, God’s
righteousness is imputed by faith (Rom 1:17; 3:21-26).

4. The Blood Covenant in the Lord’s Supper

5.

1) The Lord’s Supper commemorates and proclaims the New Covenant in
Christ’s blood(1 Cor 11:23-26).

2) It is a corporate confession of Christ’'s death and a symbol of unity in
the Spirit (1 Cor 10:16-17).

Forgiveness of Sins and Imputed Righteousness

6.

1) Under the Old Covenant, sins were covered; in the New Covenant,
sins are fully removed(Heb 10:1-18).

2) Christ’s blood provides once—for-all, eternal, and perfect atonement
(Heb 9:12; 10:10).

Living Under the New Covenant

1) Believers are made children of God, indwelt by the Holy Spirit,
citizens of heaven, and joint heirs with Christ(Rom8:16—-17; Phil 3:20).

2) They are free from the Law, living as new creations in the Spirit(Gal
5:1; 2 Cor 5:17).

3) This covenant is unilateral, based on grace—not works—and grants
believers the full effect of redemption (Rom 8:32; Eph 1:7).



