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Lesson 7: The Church as the Kingdom of Heaven

1. The Church is the Agency of the Kingdom and the Body of Christ

1) Paul describes the Church as the Body of Christ with Christ as its
only Head (Ephesians 1:22-23; Colossians 1:18).

2) The Church is not a human organization but a divine institution
established by God (Ephesians 2:20).

3) It functions as a spiritual embassy of heaven, granting heavenly
citizenship and transforming sinners into righteous ones through the
gospel (Philippians 3:20; 2 Corinthians 5:20).

2. The Church is the New Israel and the Family of God
1) Paul views the Church as the spiritual Israel (Romans 9:6-8), and
believers are adopted children who call God “Abba, Father” (Romans
8:15).
2) The Church is the Bride of Christ, and this divine love relationship
reveals the mystery of the kingdom (Ephesians 5:25-32).

3. The Church is the Temple of the Holy Spirit and the Pillar of Truth
1) Each believer is a temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16), and
together the Church is being built into God’s dwelling place
(Ephesians 2:21-22).
2) Paul calls the Church “the pillar and foundation of the truth” (1
Timothy 3:15), a community rooted in the gospel.

4. The Church is One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic
1) The unity of the Church is a work of the Spirit (Ephesians 4:3-6), and
its holiness is a command from God (1 Peter 1:15-16).
2) It is apostolic in foundation (Ephesians 2:20) and universal in mission
(Matthew 28:19).

5. The Local Church Reflects the Kingdom Life
1) Early churches gathered in homes, devoting themselves to the
apostles’ teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayer (Acts
2:42-47).
2) Paul emphasizes the Church as one body with many members, each
serving with different gifts (1 Corinthians 12).




6. The Church Must Be Restored as a Kingdom Community
1) Modern churches must recover their spiritual identity beyond

organizational or commercial models.

2) Paul affirms that true church life is based on “the demonstration of
the Spirit and of power,” not human wisdom (1 Corinthians 2:4).



