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Lesson 6: The Kingdom of Heaven — Heaven in

the Home
Ephesians 5:22-6:4

. The Theological Place of the Family in Pauline Theology
1) Divine Institution Ordained by God
(1) Paul views the family as part of God’s creation order (Eph 5:31)




and aligns it with the same divine structure as the church.
(2) As the church is the bride of Christ (Eph 5:25-27), the family

serves as its model on earth.

2) The Family as the Context of Gospel Practice

(1) The husband’s love reflects the sacrificial love (agape) of Christ
(Eph 5:25).

(2) The wife's submission symbolizes the church’s obedience (Eph
5:24).

(3) Children’s obedience and respect demonstrate the fruit of a Spirit
filled life (Eph 6:1-3).

[I. Core Pauline Principles for a Heavenly Home

1) Christocentric Order
(1) Christ is the head of the home. The husband models Christ’s role;
the wife reflects the church (Eph 5:23-24).
(2) This order is not inequality but a functional role division based on
creation (1 Cor 11:3; 1 Tim 2:13).

2) Order of Grace, Not Law

(1) The Christian home is ruled not by legalism, but by grace.

(2) A law—-centered family leads to conflict; a grace—centered family

brings peace, growth, and love.

3) The Spirit—Filled Life in the Home

(1) Ephesians 5 connects the Spiritfilled life with household roles.

(2) Singing, thanksgiving, and mutual submission all reflect heavenly
culture in daily family life (Eph 5:19-21).

[Il. Pauline Warning Against Worldly Distortions

1) Misunderstood Gender Equality

(1) Paul affirms equal worth (Gal 3:28) but maintains role distinctions

rooted in divine design.



(2) Same—-sex marriage, feminism without grace, and rejection of male
headship violate God’s order (Rom 1:24-28).

2) Satan’s Attack on the Family

(1) From Eden to now, Satan undermines the family to destroy divine
order (2 Cor 11:3).

(2) Paul calls for restoration of godly order in church and home as a
gospel imperative (1 Tim 3:4-5; Eph 6:1-4).

V. How to Build a Heaven on Earth in the Home

1) Role of Husbands - Love as Christ Loved
(1) Give life, sanctify the wife (Eph 5:25-27).

(2) Lead through service, sacrifice, and faithfulness.

2) Role of Wives — Submission as to the Lord
(1) Submit to husbands as to Christ (Eph 5:22-24).
(2) Be a spiritual educator for children in faith (2 Tim 1:5).

3) Role of Children — Obedience and Honor

Ephesians 6:1-3 links obedience with blessing and longevity.

4) Role of Parents — Teaching in the Lord

Do not provoke children but raise them in the instruction of the Lord
(Eph 6:4).



