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Lecture 5: The Kingdom of Heaven — Its Territory

1. The Essence and Territory of the Kingdom
1) Paul defines the kingdom of God as “righteousness, peace, and joy

in the Holy Spirit” (Romans 14:17).
2) The kingdom is not merely a future destination, but a present reality

experienced through the indwelling Holy Spirit.

2. Four Stages of the Kingdom (Pauline Interpretation)

Stage Description Pauline Reference
1st Kingdom in the heart Romans 10:10 — "With the heart one believes unto righteousness"

2nd  Kingdom in the family Acts 16:31 — "You and your household shall be saved"
3rd Kingdom in the Church  Ephesians 1:22-23 — "The church, His body"
4th Eternal Kingdom Philippians 3:20 — "Our citizenship is in heaven"

These stages reflect the tension between the “already” and the “not yet” in
Paul’s eschatology.

3. The Heart as the Territory of Heaven
1) The heart is the center of the person, the command center of one’s

being.
2) Paul identifies the heart as the origin of faith and righteousness

(Romans 10:10).
3) The Holy Spirit dwells in the believer's heart, making it the temple of

God (1 Corinthians 6:19).

4. The Conflict Between Two Kingdoms







