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Lecture 4: The Citizenship of Heaven
(Philippians 3:20)

. The Identity of Heavenly Citizenship

1) For Paul, true citizenship was not in Rome but in heaven.

2) This citizenship is granted through union with Christand the righteousness
received by faith, not by the law.

3) Paul emphasized living as pilgrims and ambassadors on earth, representing
the Kingdom of God (2 Cor. 5:20).

. Qualifications of Heavenly Citizens

1) Confessing Jesus as Lord by faith(Rom. 10:9-10)

2) Sealed with the Holy Spirit(Eph. 1:13)

3) Born again by the Word and the Spirit(John 3:5, 1 Pet. 1:23)
4) Justified by faith and reconciled with God(Rom. 5:1)

5) Adopted as children of God(Rom. 8:15-17)

. Rights of Heavenly Citizens

1) Inheritance as co—heirs with Christ(Rom. 8:17)

2) Access to divine blessings and answered prayers(Eph.1:3; Phil. 4:6-7)
3) Authority to act in Jesus' name(Mark 16:17-18)

4) Freedom and peace in Christ(Gal. 5:1; Rom. 8:1)

5) Right to draw from the heavenly resources(Phil. 4:19)

. Responsibilities of Heavenly Citizens

1) Proclaim the Gospel to all nations(Rom. 1:14-16; Acts 1:8)
2) Live according to the law of the Spirit(Rom. 8:2)

3) Serve and build up the body of Christ(Eph. 4:11-13)

4) Participate in the sufferings of Christ(Rom. 8:17; Phil. 1:29)
5) Grow in faith, hope, and love(1 Cor. 13:13; Phil. 3)



