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4. Regeneration by the Holy Spirit

1. The Nature of Regeneration

1) In Pauline theology, regenerationis described as becoming a "new
creation" (2 Corinthians 5:17).

It is a spiritual transformation in which the believer dies with Christ
and is raised into new life (Romans 6:4-6).

2) Regeneration is not merely a moral improvement but an ontological
shift from being under the law of sin and death to the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1-2).

2. The Necessity and Cause of Regeneration
1) All humanity is spiritually dead in Adam(Romans 5:12). The law cannot
give life or righteousness (Romans 3:20); hence, regeneration is only
possible through the Gospel and the work of the Holy Spirit.

2) Paul identifies believers as those who have put off the old self and
have put on the new self,created to be like God in righteousness and
holiness (Ephesians 4:22-24).

3. The Means of Regeneration
1) Regeneration comes through hearing and believing the Gospel. Paul

says the Gospel is “the power of God unto salvation to everyone who
believes” (Romans 1:16).

2) This belief involves confessing Jesus as Lord and believing in His
resurrection(Romans 10:9-10), and is only made possible by the Holy
Spirit: “No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit” (1
Corinthians 12:3).

4. The Results of Regeneration
1) Change of status: From slaves of sin to children of God(Romans 8:14
-17).




2) Change of life: Living according to the Spirit and bearing the fruit of
the Spirit (Galatians 5:16-25).

3) Change of citizenship: Transferred from this world to the Kingdom of
God (Philippians 3:20).




