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Lecture 2 Pauline Theology of the Blood Covenant

1. The Foundation of the Blood Covenant: Connecting the Old and New

2.

1) In Genesis 15, God made a blood covenant with Abraham by walking
between the split animals—an ancient way to seal an irrevocable oath
with life.

2) In Exodus 24:8, Moses declared, “This is the blood of the covenant
which the Lord has made with you,” while sprinkling blood on the

people.

Fulfillment in Jesus Christ

3.

1) Paul interprets Christ’s death as the blood of the new covenant(1 Cor
11:25, Rom 3:25).

2) According to the law, sin requires bloodshed to be atoned (cf. Heb
9:22).

3) Jesus’ blood provides forgiveness of sins and peace with God (Eph
1:7, Col 1:20).

Core Meanings in Pauline Theology

1) Propitiation
(1) Jesus is presented as a propitiation to appease God's wrath by
His blood (Rom 3:25).
(2) The blood resolves the curse of the law once and for all (Gal
3:13).

2) Justification
(1) Through His blood, believers are declared righteous, satisfying the
righteous requirement of the law (Rom 5:9).
(2) The blood covenant shifts the basis of righteousness from human
works to faith (Romans 4).

3) Reconciliation
(1) The blood of Jesus reconciles enemies of God back to Him (Rom
5:10; 2 Cor 5:18-21).
(2) The Lord’s Supperreminds us of this reconciling covenant (1 Cor
11:25).




4) ldentity and Community of Believers
(1) By His blood, believers are adopted as God's children, and the

church is the blood-purchased community (Acts 20:28).

(2) Both Jews and Gentiles are unified through the blood of Christ
(Eph 2:13-14).



