H 12 d=2E (The Kingdom of God in Pauline Theology)
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Lecture 1: The Kingdom of God in Pauline Theology

1. The Kingdom of God is Central to Paul’s Gospel
1) Paul understood the gospel as the announcement of God's Kingdom.
2) The gospel is not limited to personal salvation but includes entering
God's reignthrough Christ’s cross and resurrection.
(1 Corinthians 4:20) — “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of
talk but of power.”

2. Nature of the Kingdom: Spiritual, Present and Future
1) Present reign:
(1) Begins in believers who are born again by the Holy Spirit.
(2) “The kingdom of God is not eating and drinking,but righteousness,
peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 14:17)
(3) “The kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17:21)

2) Future fulfillment:
(1) The kingdom will be visibly established at Christ’s return.
(2) Revelation 11:15- “The kingdoms of this world have become the
kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ...”

3. Citizens of the Kingdom
1) Those renewed in Christ are granted heavenly citizenship.




2) Their identity is transformed into that of a heavenly people.
(Philippians 3:20) — “Our citizenship is in heaven...”

4. Entry into the Kingdom
1) Not through the works of the law, but through faith and justification,
one enters under God’s reign.
2) Paul calls the gospel “the power of God unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16)
3) One becomes a child of God through the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:14-17)

5. The Gospel is the Proclamation of the Kingdom
1) Paul preached the kingdom of Godas the essence of the gospel.
2) Christ’s gospel is the declaration of divine kingship and rule.
(Acts 28:31) —“Boldly proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching
about the Lord Jesus Christ---”

6. Paul’s Warning Against “Another Gospel”
1) Earthly gospels that emphasize material blessing are not the gospel of
the Kingdom.
2) Paul strictly warned against such distortions as “another gospel” and
called them accursed.
(Galatians 1:8-9) — “If anyone preaches a gospel contrary to what we
preached, let him be accursed.”

7. The Kingdom is Preached Only by the Holy Spirit
1) Paul emphasized that the gospel must be proclaimed in the power of
the Spirit, not human wisdom.
2) 1 Cor. 2:4-5, 1 Cor. 4:20
3) “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you...”
(Acts 1:8)




