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Lecture 1: Introduction (Pauline Theology Perspective)

1. Ignorance of the Spirit: A Modern Tragedy
1) Just as the Jews failed to recognize the Messiah and crucified Him,
today's church has failed to recognize the Person and work of the
Holy Spirit, leaving Him outside the doorof the church (Revelation
3:20).

This is not a message to unbelievers, but to the church in Laodicea—
a sign of formal, powerless Christianity.

2. The Holy Spirit: A Central Figure in Pauline Theology
1) Paul refers to the Holy Spirit as:
(1) The Spirit of Christ(Romans 8:9)
(2) The Spirit of God(Romans 8:14)
(3) The Spirit of Truth and Freedom(2 Corinthians 3:17)

2) The Spirit indwells believers, confirms their identity as God's children,
and leads them in sanctification(Romans 8:1-14).

3. The Age of the Spirit
1) Biblically, redemptive history can be seen as:
(1) Old Testament: The Age of the Father
(2) Gospel Era: The Age of the Son
(38) Church Age: The Age of the Spirit

2) Paul affirms that the Holy Spirit is not a force, but a person who
actively works in believers and the church(1 Corinthians 2:10-13).

4. Fellowship with the Spirit




5.

1) Paul concludes 2 Corinthians with:
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” (2 Corinthians
13:13)

2) Fellowship with the Spirit(Greek:koinonia) is not mystical detachment
but intimate partnershipin life and ministry.

Why the Church Neglects the Spirit

1) The church lacks experiential and doctrinal understanding of the Spirit.

2) Legalistic religion quenches the Spirit.

3) Paul rebukes the Galatians for starting in the Spirit but finishing in the
flesh (Galatians 3:3).

4) Many ministers today, like Apollos before encountering Paul, preach
with zeal but without the fullness of the Spirit (Acts 18:24-28).

6. The Spirit Empowers Gospel Mission

1) Paul’s ministry was never based on human eloquence but on the
demonstration of the Spirit's power(1 Corinthians 2:4-5).

2) The church today must also rely on the Spirit’s leadingto carry out its
mission effectively (Romans 15:18-19).



