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Lessen 17 “The Fruit of the Spirit: Love”

1. What is the Fruit of the Spirit?

2.

1) The fruit of the Spirit is the manifestation of Christ’s characterin those
who are indwelt by the Holy Spirit.

2) This fruit is not produced by keeping the law, but rather by those
justified by faith, in whom the Spirit naturally bears fruit.(Gal. 5:22-23)

3) Paul teaches that when we walk by the Spirit,we overcome the desires
of the flesh, and the result is spiritual fruit. (Gal. 5:16)

Love as the Core of the Fruit

1) In 1 Corinthians 13, Paul emphasizes that love is greater than all
spiritual gifts.

2) Agape love is the nature of God, the center of the gospel, and the
primary evidence of the Spirit’'s presence in the believer.

3) This love is not based on emotions or human benefit, but a self
sacrificing, others—centeredlove. (Rom. 5:5; 1 Cor. 13)

Relationship Between Gifts and Fruit

1) While spiritual gifts are tools for ministry, the fruit represents personal
transformation and maturity.

2) In 1 Timothy 3, Paul outlines the qualifications for church leaders,
which are mostly based on fruit of the Spirit(character), not gifts.

3) Without the fruit, gifts can lead to pride, division, and chaos. (1 Cor.
13:1-3; Matt. 7:22-23)

Practicing the Love of the Spirit (Agape)

1) This love can only be fulfilled through the new life in the Spirit. (Gal.
2:20; Rom. 8:1-4)

2) Love fulfills the law (Rom. 13:8-10) and forms the foundation of the



church.

3) Love must be shown not in words alone but in actions and truth. Paul
demonstrates agape love through his gospel ministry, willingness to
suffer, and deep care for fellow believers.



