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Lecture 13: The Gifts of the Holy Spirit

Faith and Miracles
1 Corinthians 12:1-11

Pauline Classification of the Spiritual Gifts

1) Paul categorizes the nine spiritual gifts into three groups:




(1) Revelation Gifts
Word of Wisdom, Word of Knowledge, Discerning of Spirits

(2) Power Gifts
Faith, Working of Miracles, Gifts of Healing

(3) Vocal Gifts
Prophecy, Tongues, Interpretation of Tongues

2) Faith and miracles belong to the power gifts, which the Holy Spirit
distributes as He wills (1 Cor. 12:11).

ll. The Gift of Faith
1) Different from General Faith:
This gift is distinct from saving faith (Eph. 2:8), daily faith for living
(Rom. 1:17), or the faith needed for answered prayer (Mark 9:23).

2) Characteristics:

(1) It is a supernatural faith imparted spontaneously by the Spirit for a
specific moment and purpose.

(2) It operates passively and enables the believer to experience peace
and confidence even in extreme circumstances.

(3) It is not the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23), but a distinct,
temporary gift.

(4) It often accompanies miraculous outcomes but is distinct from the
miracle—working gift.

3) Biblical Examples:

Daniel in the lion’s den, Peter sleeping in prison before execution,
Paul healing the crippled and raising the dead(Acts 14:9-10; 20:9-10)

lIl. The Working of Miracles
1) Definition:
The demonstration of divine power beyond natural laws, enabled by
the Holy Spirit.

2) Distinctions:




(1) Faith provides inner assurance; miracles demonstrate external
manifestation.
(2) The gift of miracles confirms God’s power and validates the gospel.

3) Biblical Examples:
(1) OT: Exodus plagues, parting of the Red Sea, Elisha's oil and flour
multiplication
(2) NT: Jesus turning water into wine, feeding the 5,000, raising
Lazarus
(3) Acts: Jail doors opening,healing the sick,raising Eutychus, surviving
the viper’'s bite

IV. Purpose of Power Gifts in Pauline Theology
1) To Confirm the Gospel:
Not just in word but in demonstration of the Spirit and power (1 Cor.
2:4-5; 4:20)

2) To Build Faith in Unbelievers:
Miracles as tools to lead people to belief (John 4:48; Acts 2:22)

3) To Manifest God's Sovereignty:
God's power and presence revealed through miracles (Heb. 2:4)




