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Lecture 11: The Gifts of the Holy Spirit (2)

Topic: The Word of Knowledge & The Word of Wisdom
Text: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

. The Word of Knowledge in Pauline Theology




. Definition and Nature

1) Paul clearly teaches that the gifts of the Spirit are given "for the
common good" (1 Cor 12:7).

2) The word of knowledge is a supernatural ability granted by the Spirit
to know facts and truths hidden in God’s will.

3) It is a spiritual insight revealed by the Holy Spirit into God’s mind,
often concerning specific situations or people (cf. Rom 11:33).

. Theological Characteristics

1) It is not a product of study or memory but a direct revelation and
discernment given by the Holy Spirit (Eph 1:17).

2) This gift reveals part of God’s infinite knowledge and often brings
conviction, comfort, or direction.

. Ministerial Role

1) It serves to build up the church, comfort believers (1 Cor 14:3), and
uncover sin to lead to repentance.

2) Paul himself operated under this gift when he discerned spiritual truths
or made decisions by the Spirit's leading (Acts 16:6-10).

. The Word of Wisdom in Pauline Theology

. Definition and Nature

1) The word of wisdom is the Spirit-inspired ability to perceive God’s will
and apply divine truth to complex situations.

2) Paul contrasts human wisdom with divine wisdom and asserts that
true wisdom is only revealed by the Spirit (1 Cor 2:10-13).

. Theological Characteristics

1) True wisdom is not human intelligence, but the understanding and
application of the gospel—the "wisdom of the cross" (1 Cor 1:23-24).

2) It results from knowing Christ and yields practical direction in life (Phil
3:8-10).

. Ministerial Role

1) It helps resolve conflict, make wise decisions, and understand God's
will in difficult times.



2) Paul used this gift in presenting the gospel not with persuasive words
but with the Spirit’'s power (1 Cor 2:4-5).

Pauline Theological Conclusion

1) The word of knowledge and the word of wisdom are not mystical gifts
for personal glory but gracious instruments of the Spirit for edifying
the Body of Christ.

2) In Pauline theology, all spiritual gifts are Christ—centered, gospel
grounded, and exist to reveal God's will and build up the church(Eph
4:11-13).

3) These gifts reflect the mind of Christ and the administration of God's
redemptive plan.




