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Lecture 10: Pneumatology(The Gifts of the Holy Spirit)

1.

1 Corinthians 12:1-11

The Nature and Origin of the Gifts

1) According to Paul,

spiritual gifts (charismata) are supernatural abilities

given by the Holy Spiritfor the benefit of the Church, which is the

Body of Christ.

2) Gifts are not natural talentsor acquired skills, but divine grace gifts

bestowed sovereignly by the Spirit (1 Cor. 12:11).

2. Trinitarian Unity in the Gifts (1 Cor. 12:4-6)

1) Paul links the diversity and unity of the gifts to the Triune God:

2) The Spiritgives the gifts,
3) The Lord (Christ)appoints ministries,



4) God (the Father)empowers all in all.

This reflects Paul’s theology that all gifts serve a unified purposewithin
the body of Christ under the headship of the Triune God.

Purpose of the Gifts

1) The gifts are given for the common good(1 Cor. 12:7) and for the
building up of the Body of Christ(Eph. 4:12).

2) Gifts are never for self-promotion, but for service, witness, and the
edification of the Church(Acts 1:8).

Diversity and Interdependence

1) Paul describes a variety of gifts (1 Cor. 12, Rom. 12, Eph. 4), but
none is universal to all believers.

2) The church is a living organismmade up of distinct but interdependent
members, each with different gifts (1 Cor. 12:12-27).

5. The Supreme Gift: Love (1 Cor. 13)

6.

1) Above all gifts, love (agape)is supreme. Without love, even the
greatest gifts are nothing(1 Cor. 13:1-3).

2) Love is eternal, while all other gifts are temporary. Thus, all gifts must
operate through love.

Distinction Between Gifts and the Fullness of the Spirit

7.

1) Spiritual gifts are not identicalto being filled with the Spirit.
2) Gifts relate to ministry and power,
3) Being filled with the Spirit reflects character and fruit(Gal. 5:22).

Therefore, one may exercise gifts but lack spiritual maturity. Paul warns
against such imbalance and calls for self—-examinationand humility.

Paul’s Principles of Gift Use (1 Cor. 14)

1) Gifts must be used for edification,
2
3
4
5

In order and peace,
With discernment and self-control,
Always motivated by love, and

)
)
)
)

In submission to scriptural authority.



