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9. Law and Gospel (The Law as a Schoolmaster)

. The Law is Temporary and Guiding, Not Redemptive

1) According to Paul, the Law exposes sin but cannot remove it or give
life (Rom 3:20).

2) The Law served as a temporary custodian(paidagogos)to lead to Christ
(Gal 3:24).

. The Law Was Given to the Jews, Not to the Gentiles

1) Paul distinguishes “we” (the Jews) and “you” (Gentile believers),
indicating that the Law was a guardian for the Jews only.

2) The church, from the beginning, stood under grace and not under the
Law (Gal 3:23-29).

. The Law Was a Preparatory Stage Until Christ

1) It served to reveal sin and humanity’s inability to be righteous by works
(Rom 7).

2) It is not a path to salvation, but a mirror that leads one to despair of
self-righteousness.

. In Christ, the Schoolmaster Is No Longer Needed

1) Once faith (the Gospel) has come, believers are no longer under the
Law but led by the Holy Spirit (John 14:26).
2) We are now children of God, free and secure in Christ (Rom 8:1).

. The Law Can Condemn but Not Save or Preserve

1) The Law condemns all sinners without providing a solution (Gal 3:10,
James 2:10).

2) Only through Christ is sin resolved and righteousness imputed (Rom
4:5, Rom 8:3-4).

. Pauline Theology Declares Salvation Is Entirely by Grace

1) Though the Law is holy and good, man lacks the power to fulfill it
(Rom 7:14-25).

2) The Gospel assumes human failure and offers justification by Christ
alone (Rom 5:18, Rom 8:1-4).



