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8. Law and Gospel (The First Husband and the
Second Husband)

Romans 7:1-3

Paul’s Allegory: “The First Husband” and “The Second Husband”

1) The Law is compared to the first husband; the Gospel to the second.

2) When the first husband (Law) dies, the woman is legally free to remarry
Jesus Christ.

3) This emphasizes the end of the Law and the legitimacy of union with
Christ(Rom. 7:4; Gal. 2:19).

. The First Husband — Nature and Role of the Law

1) The Law is holy and just, but condemns weak humanity.

2) Under the Law, the woman was barren (spiritual infertility).

3) The Law reveals sin and brings death but cannot give life(Rom.7:5-6).
)

4) Israel bore no spiritual fruit under 1500 years of Law.

Turning Point — The Cross of Christ

1) Jesus was born under the Law (Gal. 4:4) and fulfilled all its demands.

2) By His death, we died to the Law and now belong to another (Rom.
7:4).

3) The Law has lost its power — we are no longer under its dominion
(Rom. 6:14-15).

. The Second Husband — New Relationship with Christ

1) Christ leads us by the Law of the Spirit and the Law of Love.

2) We now keep the commandments through the power of the Holy Spirit
(John 14:15-17; Rom. 13:10).

3) This relationship is based on love, not fear.



4) The Law commands outward behavior, but the Gospel stirs inward
devotion.

What [t Means to Be Dead to the Law (Gal. 2:19-21)

1) Though the Law condemned us, we died with Christ,ending its claims.
2) The Law still judges the unbeliever, but it has no jurisdiction over the
believer.

3) We died and rose again in Christ(Rom. 6:4-11; Eph. 2:4-6).

VI

Conclusion: Freedom in the Gospel of Grace

1) We now serve the Lord out of love, not obligation.
2) Salvation is by grace, not works; life is lived not under Law but



