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1) God gave the Law so that humanity would know the true nature of sin.
2) Sin existed before the Law, but its boundaries were unclear (Rom

Purpose of the Law: To Reveal Sin
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3) The Law, especially the Ten Commandments, defined sin precisely (1
John 3:4).

. Sin and Lawlessness

1) Lawlessness is a legal definition of sin; however, sin exists apart from
law.

2) Moral wrongs remain sinful regardless of their legal status(e.g., slavery,
legalized gambling, alcohol).

. Limitations of the Law

1) The Law can restrain external acts but cannot change the sinful heart
(Rom 8:3).

2) The Law provokes sin rather than eliminating it (e.g., “Wet paint” sign
illustration, Rom 7).

. The Necessity of Grace

1) The Law exposes and condemns sin, but only God’s grace can save
(Matt 19:26, Rom 3:24).

2) The Law was fulfilled and set aside at the cross; grace came through
Jesus Christ (Gal 3:24-25).

. Contrast Between Law and Grace

1) The Law demands and condemns; grace completes and redeems.

2) The Law was written on stone; grace is written on hearts (2 Cor 3:3,
Heb 10:16).

3) The Law gives a spirit of slavery; grace gives the Spirit of sonship
(Rom 8:15).
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/. Pauline Theology Summary: Law and Gospel

1. The Law’s Purpose: To Reveal Sin (Rom 3:20; 5:20; 7:7)

1) According to Paul, the Law was not given to remove sin but to
expose and define it clearly.

2) Sin existed before the Law, but its severity and accountability before
God became evident only when the Law came.

2. Sin Is More Than Lawbreaking—It Is a Deep Ontological Problem (Rom
7:13; 1 Cor 15:56)

1) Sin is not merely the transgression of law but the inward corruption
and rebellionof humanity.

2) Paul says, “The power of sin is the law,” indicating that while the
Law reveals sin, it cannot removeit.

3. The Law Cannot Transform the Heart (Rom 8:3-4)

1) The Law presents the standard but provides no powerto fulfill it.

2) Instead, our sinful nature responds to the Law with even greater
rebellion (see Romans 7).

4. The Law Is a Ministry of Condemnation; the Cross Is the Ministry of Life
(2 Cor 3:6-9)

1) Paul calls the Ten Commandments "the ministry of death" and
"condemnation."

2) The Law acts as a veil, preventing access to God, and only in Christ
is this veil removed(2 Cor 3:14-16).

5. The Law Is a Tutor Leading to Christ (Gal 3:24-25)

1) The Law serves to expose human helplessness, driving us to seek
grace.

2) Its ultimate goal is to lead us to Christ, and once faith comes, we are
no longer under the Law.

6. Grace Fulfils What the Law Cannot (Rom 10:4)

1) Christ is the end/goal of the Lawfor righteousness to all who believe.

2) The Gospel does not nullify the Law but fulfills its intentby redeeming
us from its curse (Gal 3:13).



7. The Gospel Grants Freedom; the Law Imposes Bondage (Gal 5:1)
1) The Law enslaves under the dominion of sin, but the Gospel liberates

through the Spirit of adoption.
2) Remaining under the Law nullifies the cross of Christ(Gal 2:21).



