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5. "Law and Gospel " in Pauline Theology

1. Three Major Errors Concerning Law and Grace

1. Legalism
1) Definition: Over-reliance on the letter of the Law, asserting that
salvation depends on good works and obedience.
2) Refutation:

Romans 3:28: “For we maintain that a person is justified by faith
apart from the works of the law.”

2. Antinomianism

1) Definition: The belief that grace gives freedom to live sinfully without
consequences.
2) Refutation:
(1) Romans 6:1-2: Shall we continue in sin so grace may abound?
Certainly not!
(2) Romans 8:1-4: The saved live under the law of the Spirit of life.
(3) James 2:24: “You see that a person is justified by works and not
by faith alone.”
James addresses how believers prove their faith before men, not how
sinners are justified before God.

3. Galatianism

1) Definition: The belief that while salvation begins by grace, it must be
maintained by keeping the Law.
2) Refutation:
(1) Galatians 3:3: “Are you so foolish? After beginning by means of
the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means
of the flesh?”

(2) This belief nullifies grace and puts believers back under the curse
of the Law.

2. Paul and James in Harmony
1) Paul: Focuses on how sinners are justified before Godby faith alone
2) James: Addresses how believers demonstrate their justification before
peoplethrough works




3) Faith is the root, works are the fruit.

The Power of the Gospel: A New Law and a New Motive

1) Salvation is entirely by grace from beginning to end.

2) Believers live not under the Law, but under the “law of the Spirit of
life” (Rom 8:2) — the law of love.

3) Our obedience flows not from fear of judgment, but from love and
gratitude.

4) 1 John 4:18: “Perfect love drives out fear-”
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5. Law and Gospel (Pauline Theology Summary)

| . Three Major Errors about Law and Gospel

1. Legalism
1) Definition: The claim that salvation comes by obeying the Law and

performing good works.

2) Paul’s Response: Justification is by faith, not works.
(Romans 3:28): “A person is justified by faith apart from the works of
the law.”
2. Antinomianism

1) Definition:The idea that grace allows one to live in sin without consequences.
2) Paul’s Response: Those who died to sin cannot live in it any longer.
(Romans 6:1-2, 8:1-4)
3) James’ Clarification: True faith mustbe accompanied by works.
(James 2:18, 2:24)
3. Galatianism

1) Definition: The belief that salvation starts by grace but must be
maintained by Law—keeping.
2) Paul’s Rebuke: Salvation from beginning to end is by grace alone.
(Galatians 3:1-3, 3:10)
3) Trying to complete salvation through works is to fall under a curse.




Il. Harmony Between Paul and James

Category Paul — Before God James — Before People

Focus How a sinner is justified before God How a believer proves faith before men
Standard  Faith (Romans 4:3) Works (James 2:21-24)

lllustration Faith = Root, Works = Fruit Works are the visible proof of faith

Conclusion: We are justified by faith, and validated by works.

Ill. A New Law: The Law of the Spirit of Life

1) The Law condemns sin, but the Gospel brings life.
2) The believer no longer lives under the Law but under the law of the
Spirit.
3) The motivation is not fear of punishment but love for God.
(1 John 4:18)
4) Analogy: Buoyancy vs. Gravity
The Law (gravity) pulls us down,
The Gospel (buoyancy) lifts us up.
(Romans 8:1-2): “The law of the Spirit of life has set us free from
the law of sin and death.”



