31. Pauline Theology and Church Issues

1. Topic Overview

Pauline theology provides a proper understanding of the essence of the
gospel and the Church.

It diagnoses the root causes of problems in the modern church and
offers biblical solutions.

Many of today’s church issues stem from deviations from the gospel
preached by Paul, such as distorted theology, clericalism, secularization,
and prosperity gospel.

2. Major Issues in the Modern Church
1) Distortion of the Gospel:
The message has shifted from the gospel of the cross of Jesus
Christ to a man—centered, success—oriented narrative.

2) Clericalism:

Hierarchical and clergy—centered authority structures marginalize lay
believers and hinder the priesthood of all believers.
3) Secularization:

The church becomes conformed to worldly values and loses its
holiness and distinct identity.

4) Prosperity Theology:
Emphasis is placed on material blessings, while neglecting suffering,
the cross, and true discipleship.

5) Division and Denominationalism:
Fragmentation based on human traditions rather than the unity of the
Scripture and the Spirit.

3. Pauline Theology’s Response and Solution
1) Restoration of the Cross—Centered Gospel
A return to the gospel that glories in nothing but the cross, as Paul




proclaimed.

2) Restoration of a Spirit—-Led Community

The Church must be revived as a living organism guided by the Holy
Spirit and His gifts.

3) Recovery of the Church as the Body of Christ
A healthy church in which all members function in unity, each
fulfilling their role as part of Christ’'s body.

4) Grace—Based Faith
Faith grounded not in law or human merit but solely in the grace of
God through Christ.

5) Recovery Toward Unified Theology
A pursuit of unity across denominational lines through the truth of
Paul’s gospel, building a biblically sound and Spirit—centered theology.




