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14. The Law and Gospel ("Old and New Covenants")

1.

Hebrews 8:4-13; Romans 8:1-16

Faith is based on trust in God's covenant.

1) According to Paul, believing in God means trusting His character,
promises, and redemptive work through Christ’s cross and resurrection
(Rom 4:20-25).

2) The covenant (8ta6nkn) is the relational framework between God and
man, divided into the covenant of works (Old)and the covenant of
grace (New).

2. Fundamental Differences Between the Covenants
Category Old Covenant (Law—Based) New Covenant (Gospel-Based)
Mediator Moses Jesus Christ (Heb 8:6)
Recipients  Physical Israel Spiritual Israel (Rom 9:6-8)
Written On  Stone tablets (Ex 31:18) Hearts (2 Cor 3:3)
Temple External building The body as temple (1 Cor 6:19)
Means Human effort (Gal 3:10) Spirit's power (Rom 8:2-4)
Outcome Condemnationand failure(Rom7:24) Freedom,life,and spiritual fruit(tRom8:1-2;John7:38)
3. In Pauline theology, the New Covenant is "life in Christ.”
1) The law reveals sin and condemns, but the Spirit gives life and
freedom(Rom 8:2; 2 Cor 3:17).
2) The indwelling Spirit is God's new method of fulfilling righteousness in
believers (Rom 8:4; Gal 5:16-18).
4. New Covenant living is "obedience through freedom.”

1) It is not external compulsion, but inner transformation by the Spirit of
Christ(Gal 2:20).



2) This is neither legalism nor lawlessness, but spirit—-led obedience and
fruitfulness(Rom 6:14; Gal 5:22-23).

5. The New Covenant fulfills Old Testament prophecy and is completed in
Christ.

1) Foretold in Jer 31:31-34, Isa 42:6, Joel 2:28, etc., and fulfilled at the
Cross (John 19:30; Heb 10:14-18).

2) No more intermediaries—direct access to Godis now granted(Heb 4:16;
Heb 9:8).

Summary

1) For Paul, the New Covenant is the fulfillment of the Law in Christby
the Holy Spirit.

2) It is not about striving by human effort, but living by grace and the
Spirit’s rule.

3) “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation” (2 Cor 5:17)—this is the
essence of gospel life.




