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10. Law and the Gospel: The Law and the
Tabernacle

1. Relationship Between the Law and the Tabernacle
1) The Law was not given until 2,500 years after Adam. It was given to
Israel after they were redeemed from Egypt.
2) When God gave the Law,He also provided a sacrificial system through
the tabernacle to deal with the breaking of the Law.
3) The Law exposes sin and brings condemnation, but the sacrificial
system reveals God's provision for atonement through blood.

2. Three Phases of the Giving of the Law
First— Verbal Revelation at Mount Sinai (Exodus 19)
The people rashly promised to keep the Law but failed.

Second— The Written Law on Stone Tablets (Exodus 24-32)
While Moses was on the mountain, the people made a golden

calf. During that time, God gave Moses the pattern of the
tabernacle.

Third— The Broken Law and the Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 34)

The new tablets were placed inside the Ark, which was covered
by the mercy seat—a type of Christ.

God ordained a way to cover the condemning Law through
atoning blood sprinkled on the mercy seat (Romans 3:25).

3. Contrast Between Law and Gospel

1) Law condemns, but the Gospel redeems through blood.

2) The Law demands justice, but the Tabernacle reveals God's grace.
3) The Law was hidden in the Ark, and Christ, the mercy seat, covers it.
)

4) Christ fulfilled what the Law could not do, through His sacrifice
(Romans 8:3).

4. Paul's View on the Law
1) Paul vehemently rejected legalism.
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(Philippians 1:6, 2 Timothy 1:12).

4) The Holy Spirit, not the Law, now leads the believer into all truth

(John 16:13).
5) Believers live for God’s glory in all things(1Corinthians10:31;

3:17).
o

0.

3) The believer's security lies in God's faithfulness, not human performance

2) Salvation begins and is preserved by grace(Galatians 3:3).
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10. Law and the Gospel (The Law and the
Tabernacle)

1. Theological Meaning of the Law and the Tabernacle

1) For 2,500 years after Adam, there was no written law to fully reveal
God's righteousness.

2) The Law was given to Israel only after their redemption from Egypt, at
Mount Sinai through Moses.

3) However, God not only gave the Law but also provided the way of
redemption—through the tabernacle and blood sacrifices—to deal with
the violation of the Law.



2. Three Stages of the Law’s Revelation
1) Oral Law (Exodus 19:3-8)

The Israelites agreed to keep the Law without understanding their
inability to do so.

2) Written Law on Stone Tablets (Exodus 24:12-18; 31:18)
(1) During Moses’ 40 days on the mountain, the people committed
idolatry.
(2) Yet God gave not only the tablets, but also the pattern of the
tabernacle, the system of atonement.

3) The Second Tablets and the Ark (Exodus 34:1-4)
(1) The broken Law was placed in the Ark, and a mercy seat,
symbolizing Christ, covered it.

(2) This showed that judgment (Law) was covered by grace (Christ’'s
atonement).

3. Tabernacle and the Gospel
1) The Ark contained the condemning Law, but the mercy seat above it
signified God’s forgiveness.
2) Once a year, the high priest sprinkled blood on the mercy seat,
symbolizing the covering of sin.
3) This was fulfilled in Jesus Christ, who shed His blood to bring eternal
redemption (Romans 3:25; Hebrews 9:12).

4. Paul's View of the Law
1) Paul taught that no one is justified by works of the Law, but only
through faith in Jesus Christ(Romans 3:28; Galatians 2:16).
2) The Law reveals sin but cannot save; Christ accomplished what the
Law could not (Romans 8:3).

3) The Law condemns, but the Gospel offers freedom, righteousness,
and life through grace.

5. Salvation is Entirely by Grace

1) The Galatian heresy claimed that salvation begins by grace but is
preserved by works.



2) Paul strongly rebuked this view: “Having begun by the Spirit, are you
now being perfected by the flesh?” (Galatians 3:3).

3) Paul affirms that salvation—from beginning to end—is the work of
God's grace.

4) The believer is secure in Christ, not by works, but by the faithfulness
of God(Philippians 1:6; 2 Timothy 1:12).



