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Pauline Theology: The Law and the Gospel
(Romans 3:20-31)

Distinction Between Law and Gospel: A Core of Pauline Theology

1) For Paul, clearly distinguishing the Law and the Gospel is foundational
to the Christian faith.

2) The doctrine of justification by faith stands upon this distinction (Romans
3:28; Galatians 2:16).

3) The Law reveals sin but cannot save; the Gospel grants salvation
through faith in Jesus Christ.

Essential Differences Between Law and Gospel

1) Origin
Both are from God (Romans 7:12; John 1:17).

2) Function
(1) The Law exposes and condemns sin (Romans 3:20).
(2) The Gospel justifies by grace through faith (Romans 3:24).

3) Content
(1) Law: what humans must do.
(2) Gospel: what God has done for humanity(Romans5:8; John 3:16).

4) Outcome
(1) Law: condemnation, fear, despair (Romans 7:9-10).
(2) Gospel: grace, peace, and life (Romans 8:1-2).

Shared Purpose: Human Salvation

1) The Law confines all under sin to prepare for the Gospel(Galatians 3:22-24).



2) The Gospel fulfills the Law's demands through Christ and justifies
those who believe (Romans 10:4).

|V. Different Targets for Law and Gospel
1) Law is given to those who boast in self righteousness to reveal their sin.
2) Gospel is proclaimed to sinners who acknowledge their need for salvation
(Luke 18:9-14).

V. Paul’s Understanding of the Gospel
1) The Gospel is the message of Jesus Christ crucified(Romans1:16-17).
2) Justification comes not by works but by faith in what God has done
(Romans 3:28).
3) The Law drives us to the Gospel by showing our inability (Galatians
3:24).
4) The Gospel offers salvation unconditionally as a gift(Ephesians 2:8-9).




