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6. Christianity and Legalism

1. What is Legalism?

1) Legalism is the belief or attitude that a person can achieve salvation
or righteousness by keeping God's laws or rules.

2) Key Characteristics of Legalism:
(1) Focus on Actions:
Prioritizes works (law—keeping) over faith for salvation

(2) Self-Righteousness:
Attempts to achieve righteousness through one’s own efforts



(3) Outward Religious Formalism:
Obsessed with external religious practices

(4) Judgmental Attitude:
Easily condemns and judges others

2. The Relationship Between Christianity, the Gospel, and the Law
1) Christianity does not ignore the Law. Instead, it proclaims that Jesus
Christ came to fulfill the Law.

2) Biblical Teachings:
(1) The Purpose of the Law:
To make people aware of sin (Romans 3:20) and reveal that no
one can be righteous on their own

(2) Jesus’ Role:
"Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; |
have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them." (Matthew 5:17)

(3) Justification by Faith:
"A person is not justified by the works of the law, but through
faith in Jesus Christ." (Galatians 2:16)

3. The Problem of Legalism in Today’'s Church
1) Legalistic tendencies still exist in many modern churches:

(1) Placing church rules and traditions above the gospel

(2) Judging faith based on external actions (attendance, offerings,
fasting)

(3) Turning the gospel into moralism: ‘If you live a good life, you'll go
to heaven.’

2) The Result:
The joy and freedom of the gospel are lost, and faith becomes a
burden.

4. Apostle Paul and the Core of the Gospel




1) The Apostle Paul strongly proclaimed that we are saved by faith
alone, opposing legalism:
"It is for freedom that Christ has set us free." (Galatians 5:1)

"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God." (Ephesians 2:8)

5. Conclusion — The Essence of Christian Faith

1) Christianity is nota religion that teaches "you must keep the law to be
saved.”

2) It is the gospel that teaches, "You are saved by faith in Jesus Christ,
who fulfilled the law.”

Those who are justified by faith bear good fruit through the power of the

Holy Spirit. But this is not a condition for salvation, rather the result of
it.



