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4. Christianity (Protestantism) and Catholicism

Christianity (Protestantism) and Catholicism share a common faith in Jesus
Christ, but they differ in doctrines, traditions, worship styles, and church
structures.

1. Commonalities
1) Faith in Jesus Christ:
Both religions believe that Jesus is the Son of God and the Savior.

2) The Bible as Scripture:
Both accept the Old and New Testaments as the Word of God.

3) Belief in the Trinity:
Both believe in the Father (God), the Son (Jesus Christ), and the Holy
Spirit as one God.

4) Message of Love and Salvation:
Both emphasize that God loves humanity and that salvation comes
through Jesus Christ.

2. Differences
1) Church Authority and Organization
(1) Catholicism:
The Pope (Vatican) holds the highest authority in the church,
considered the successor of the Apostle Peter and believed to
have infallibility under certain conditions.
The church is structured with bishops, priests, and laypeople.

(2) Christianity (Protestantism):
Does not recognize the Pope’s authority. Believes that the Bible is




the sole authority in faith and doctrine (Sola Scriptura). Churches
operate independently, with pastors leading congregations.

2) The Bible and Tradition
(1) Catholicism:
Considers both the Bible and church traditions (Apostolic Tradition)
as essential sources of faith.

(2) Christianity (Protestantism):
Accepts only the Bible (Sola Scriptura) as the final authority in
faith and doctrine.

3) Sacraments
(1) Catholicism:
Recognizes seven sacraments—Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist,
Confession, Anointing of the Sick, Holy Orders, and Matrimony.

(2) Christianity (Protestantism):
Recognizes only two sacraments—Baptism and the Lord’s Supper
(Communion).

4) Veneration of Mary and Saints
(1) Catholicism:
Honors the Virgin Mary, referring to her as the "Mother of God,"
and believes she can intercede for believers. Saints are also

venerated, and prayers can be directed to them for intercession.

(2) Christianity (Protestantism):
Respects Mary but does not pray to her or other saints. Believes
that Jesus Christ is the only mediator between God and people.

5) Salvation
(1) Catholicism:
Believes that both faith and good works contribute to salvation.

(2) Christianity (Protestantism):
Believes in salvation by faith alone (Sola Fide).




3. Major Denominations

1) Catholicism:
Roman Catholic Church (led by the Vatican).

2) Christianity (Protestantism):
Various denominations, including Lutheranism, Presbyterianism, Methodism,
Baptist churches, Pentecostalism, and Anglicanism.

4. Conclusion
1) Christianity (Protestantism) and Catholicism share the belief in Jesus
Christ as Savior but differ in key areas such as the authority of the
Pope, the role of scripture and tradition, sacraments,

views on Mary and the saints, and the doctrine of salvation.

2) Protestantism emphasizes the Bible and faith alone, while Catholicism
values church tradition and good works alongside faith.



