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3. Christianity and Communism:
Conflict and Common Ground

Christianity and communism have often clashed throughout history, but they
share some conceptual similarities. This document examines these aspects

from theological,

1.

philosophical, and historical perspectives.

Core Beliefs of Christianity and Communism

Category
Ultimate Goal
View of Humanity
Economic View
Political View Emphasizes God's sovereignty, varies on secular power
Social Ethics Protection of the weak, practice of love and justice
Historical Perspective Guided by divine providence

Christianity
Kingdom of God (Heaven)
Humans are sinful beings in need of salvation

Communism
Classless society (Utopia)
Humans are shaped by their environment and class structure

Emphasizes sharing and love but recognizes private property Abolishes private property, advocates communal ownership

Advocates proletarian dictatorship to eliminate class distinction:s
Social transformation through equality and class struggle
Materialistic view of history (economic factors determine history

2. The Conflict Between Christianity and Communism

1) Atheism vs. Theism
Communism

religion as the 'opium of the people.'

is based on Marx’s materialist worldview and criticizes



In contrast, Christianity emphasizes the existence of God and the
necessity of spiritual salvation, prioritizing inner transformation through
faith.

2) Relationship Between State Power and the Church
Communist regimes have often sought to suppress or control religion.
In nations like the Soviet Union, China, and North Korea, Christian
persecution has been widespread, with churches destroyed or forced
to operate underground.

3) Property and Economic Systems
Christianity acknowledges private property but promotes generosity
and helping others. Communism, on the other hand, denies private
ownership and supports an economic system based on shared

production means.

3. Common Ground Between Christianity and Communism

1) Communal Living in the Early Church
Acts 2:44-45 describes early Christians selling their property and
distributing the proceeds according to each person's needs. This
bears similarities to communist ideals of communal ownership, but
the key difference is that Christian sharing is voluntary and motivated
by love.

2) Social Justice and Equality

Jesus was concerned with helping the poor and liberating the
oppressed

(Luke 4:18-19).

Communism also aims to eliminate inequality and class distinctions.
However, Christianity emphasizes individual transformation and love,
whereas communism seeks to achieve these goals through
revolution and enforced policies.

3) Pursuit of an |deal Society
Christianity envisions the Kingdom of God, while communism strives
for a classless society.

However, Christianity believes that this cannot be achieved by human
effort alone but only through divine intervention, whereas communism



asserts that human action can bring about this change.

4. Historical Examples

1) Christian Experiments with Socialism
(1) Tolstoy’s Christian Anarchism:
Russian author Leo Tolstoy renounced private property and
attempted to live in a communal society based on Jesus'teachings.

(2) Liberation Theology in Latin America: Some Christian theologians
emphasized the liberation of the poor and used Marxist analysis.
However, this movement faced scrutiny from the Vatican.

2) Christian Persecution Under Communist Regimes
(1) Soviet Union and Eastern Europe:

During Stalin’s reign, churches were shut down or controlled by
the Communist Party.

(2) China:
House churches are often persecuted, while only government
approved 'Three-Self Churches' are officially recognized.

(3) North Korea:
Religious activities are strictly forbidden, and underground
Christians are frequently sent to labor camps.

5. Should Christians Love Communists?
1) Biblical Basis
Love Your Enemies (Matthew 5:44): "But | tell you, love your enemies
and pray for those who persecute you.”

Love Your Neighbor (Mark 12:31): "Love your neighbor as yourself.“

Overcome Evil with Good (Romans 12:20-21):

"If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him
something to drink... Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome
evil with good.”

2) Communists Are Created in God's Image




Christianity teaches that all humans are created in the image of
God(lmago Dei). This includes communists, meaning that they, too,
are loved by God and should be loved by Christians.

3) Ways to Show Love
Praying for Them:
Christians should pray for communists to understand God's love and
experience transformation.

Demonstrating Love Through Actions:
Instead of responding with hatred, Christians should show kindness
and goodwill to communicate Christian love.

Using the Opportunity for Evangelism:

Since communists often hold materialistic worldviews, Christians
should share spiritual truths and the message of salvation.

4) Historical Examples
Corrie ten Boom:
Forgave Nazi officers who imprisoned and tortured her family.

Richard Wurmbrand:
A Romanian pastor who endured 14 years of communist imprisonment
but prayed for his persecutors.

Pastor Son Yang-won:

Forgave and adopted the man who killed his two sons, exemplifying
Christian love in action.

6. Conclusion
Christians should love communists. However, this does not mean
endorsing their ideology but rather practicing Christ's love to inspire
their transformation.

Communists, like all people, bear the image of God and are loved by
Him.



Instead of responding with hatred, Christians should engage them with
the love of the Gospel.



