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2. Christianity and Capitalism

The relationship between Christianity and capitalism is a complex topic both
historically and theologically.

Understanding this requires examining biblical teachings, Christian ethics,
and the nature of capitalism.

1. Harmony Between Christianity and Capitalism
1) Christianity and capitalism can be harmonious in several ways.

(1) Stewardship

Christianity teaches that wealth and resources are gifts from God,
and managing them properly is crucial.




Capitalism emphasizes individual freedom and responsibility in
creating and managing wealth.

Christians are called to use economic freedom for the good of
society, helping the poor and advancing moral values.

(2) Work Ethic
Capitalism values diligence and productivity, which align with the
Christian work ethic.

The Bible views labor positively (Proverbs 6:6—11, 2 Thessalonians
3:10) and teaches that hard work brings glory to God.

(3) Market Economy and Freedom

Christianity upholds human freedom, which is also central to the
concept of a free—market economy.

Free—market systems respect individual choices and encourage
responsible economic activities.

2. Conflicts Between Christianity and Capitalism

1) However, capitalism does not always align with Christian values.
(1) Greed and Materialism
While capitalism encourages wealth creation, it can also promote
greed and selfishness.

The Bible warns against greed (Matthew 6:24, 1 Timothy 6:10)
and emphasizes reliance on God rather than material wealth.

(2) Inequality and Social Justice
Capitalism can lead to economic inequality, which may contradict
the biblical principle of protecting the vulnerable.

Scripture calls for care for the poor (Deuteronomy 15:7-11) and
upholding justice (Micah 6:8).

(3) Freedom and Moral Responsibility

While economic freedom is valuable, it must be guided by moral



responsibility to prevent corruption and exploitation.

Christianity emphasizes honesty and justice (Proverbs 11:1),
ensuring that economic activities follow ethical standards.

3. A Proper Christian Economic Perspective
1) Christians living in a capitalist society should develop a balanced
economic perspective.

(1) Honest Economic Practices
The Bible emphasizes fair labor and honest transactions (Leviticus
19:13, Proverbs 16:11).

Businesses and individuals should practice ethical management
and fair trade.

(2) Love for Neighbors and Sharing
Christians can glorify God by sharing wealth gained through
capitalist success.

The early church in Acts shared possessions to support the needy
(Acts 2:44-45), and modern churches should follow this spirit.

(3) Prioritizing God in Life
Scripture teaches, "Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness"
(Matthew 6:33).

Economic success should not be the ultimate goal but rather a
tool to serve God and His purposes.

(4) He warns that one cannot serve both God and money.
(Matthew 6:24)
No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one
and love the other, or else he will be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.

Conclusion




1. Christianity and capitalism can coexist, but capitalism also has
potential conflicts with Christian values.

Therefore, Christians should guard against greed and selfishness,

conduct economic activities in a way that honors God, and practice
love and justice in society.

2. A Christian economic perspective should neither fully accept nor
entirely reject capitalism. Instead, it should seek to use capitalism as

a means to expand God's kingdom and uphold righteousness in the
world.



