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2. Christianity and Islam

Christianity and Islam are two of the world's major religions, both based on
monotheism, yet they have significant theological and doctrinal differences.

As Abrahamic religions, they share common roots but diverge in key beliefs.

1. Similarities
1) Belief in One God
* Both Christianity and Islam believe in one God.
« In Christianity, God is referred to as God (Yahweh, Elohim),
* In Islam, God is called Allah.

2) Prophetic Tradition
* Both religions believe that God has spoken through prophets.




e Common prophets include Abraham, Moses, David, and Solomon.

3) Final Judgment, Heaven, and Hell
« Both Christianity and Islam teach that God will judge humanity on
the last day.
« The righteous will enter heaven (paradise), while the wicked will be
sent to hell.

4) Sacred Scriptures

e Christianity’s Old Testamentand Islam’s Qurancontain overlapping
narratives.

 Islam recognizes parts of the Torah (Moses' teachings) and the
Psalms of David as divine revelations, though interpreted differently.

5) Prayer and Fasting
« Both religions practice prayer and fasting.
* Muslims observe Ramadan fasting, while Christians observe Lentin
some traditions.

2.

Differences

Category Christianity Islam

Founder Jesus Christ Muhammad

Concept of God Trinity (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) Absolute monotheism (Tawhid)

Role of Jesus Son of God, Savior Human prophet, Messiah (not divine)
Sacred Text The Bible (Old and New Testaments) The Quran

Salvation By faith in Jesus By obedience to Allah and good deeds
Final Revelation Jesus’ teachings (New Testament) Muhammad’s revelation (Quran)

3.

Key Theological Differences

1) The Identity of Jesus
» Christianity: Jesus is the Son of God and divine.
« Islam: Jesus (lsa) is a great prophet but not divine.

2) Trinity vs. Strict Monotheism

 Christianity: God exists as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit(Trinity).
« Islam: Rejects the Trinity; God is absolutely one (Tawhid).

3) Path to Salvation
* Christianity: Salvation by grace through faith in Jesus.
e |slam: Salvation by good deeds and obedience to Allah.




4. Historical Relations and Conflicts
1) Early History
* |slam emerged in the 7th century in Arabia, leading to tensions with

the Christian Byzantine Empire and others.

« The Crusades (11th-13th centuries)were a major conflict between
Christian and Muslim forces.

2) Modern Relations

e Christianity and Islam strive for peaceful coexistence in man regions.

 However, religious tensions persist, especially in the Middle East,
Africa, and parts of Asia.

* |[n some Islamic countries, Christian missionary work is restricted,
and conversion from Islam is highly sensitive.

5. Conclusion
1) Christianity and Islam share belief in one God but differ significantly in
their views on Jesus, the Trinity, and salvation.

2) Christianity teaches that Jesus is the Son of God and Savior, while
Islam sees him as a great prophet but not divine.

3) Key Bible Verse (Christianity):
"Jesus answered, '| am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.'"(John 14:6)

4) Key Quran Verse (Islam):
"There is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is his messenger.
"(Shahada, Islamic Creed)

Although historically intertwined, Christianity and Islam remain distinct in
their theological foundations. Understanding these differences is essential
for meaningful interfaith dialogue.



