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Christianity and Heresies:

Focus on Jehovah’s Witnesses

Christianity believes that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, that the Bible is
the inspired Word of God, and that God exists as the Trinity (Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit).

However, throughout history, various groups have emerged that distort or
alter Christian doctrine, and these are considered heresiesin traditional
Christian theology. One such group is Jehovah’s Witnesses.

1. Origin and History of Jehovah’s Witnesses

« Founder:Charles Taze Russell (1852-1916)

* Founded:1870s

+ Main Organization:Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society

+ Headquarters:Warwick, New York, USA
Charles Taze Russell organized a Bible study group in the late 19th century
and began promoting doctrines that deviated from traditional Christian
teachings. Later, Joseph Rutherfordtook leadership and systematized the
organization into what is now known as Jehovah’s Witnesses.

2. Major Doctrines of Jehovah’'s Witnesses and Their Differences from

Christianity
Doctrine Christianity (Orthodox Theology) Jehovah’s Witnesses
Trinity God exists as Father, Son (Jesus), and Holy Spirit in one essence Rejects the Trinity. Jesus is a created being, and the Holy S
Jesus Christ Jesus is the Son of God, fully God and fully man Jesus is the archangel Michael, a created being, not God.
The Cross Jesus atoned for humanity’s sins by dying on the cross Jesus did not die on a cross but on a "stake."
Bible Interpretation Accepts the 66 books of the Bible as God’s inspired Word Uses their own distorted translation, the New World Translati
Salvation Salvation is through faith in Jesus Christ Only 144,000 special people go to heaven; the rest live eter
End Times Jesus’ second coming and final judgment are yet to come Jesus invisibly returned in 1914.

3. Problems with Jehovah’s Witnesses
1) Denial of the Trinity
Christianity teaches that God exists as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
but Jehovah’s Witnesses reject this and claim Jesus is merely a
created being.

2) Denial of Jesus’ Divinity
The Bible repeatedly affiirms that Jesus is God, but Jehovah’s




Witnesses reduce Him to the status of the archangel Michael.
(Example: John 1:1, John 10:30)

3) Distorted Bible Translation
Jehovah’s Witnesses use the New World Translation, which has been
altered to fit their doctrines, differing from the original biblical texts.

4) False End-Times Predictions
Jehovah’s Witnesses have falsely predicted the end of the world
multiple times (1914, 1925, 1975), contradicting the Bible’s teaching
that no one knows the time of the end (Matthew 24:36).

5) Social and Ethical Issues

Refusal of Blood Transfusions:

They reject blood transfusions, even when it endangers lives.

Rejection of National Flags and Military Service:
They refuse to salute the flag or serve in the military, seeing it as
idolatry.

Extreme Sectarianism:

Those who leave Jehovah’s Witnesses are completely shunned, even
by family members.

4. Biblical Warnings Against Jehovah’'s Witnesses

The Bible strongly warns against false teachings.
(Galatians 1:8)
“But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other

'”

than the one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse

(2 Corinthians 11:4)
“For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the

Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the Spirit you
received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up
with it easily enough.”

These verses indicate that groups like Jehovah’s Witnesses, which distort
the Gospel and alter the identity of Jesus, are dangerous deceptions.



5.

How to Respond to Jehovah’'s Witnesses

To effectively counter Jehovah’s Witnesses and prevent their influence,
Christians should:

Have a Solid Understanding of the Bible
A deep knowledge of Scripture is essential to recognizing and refuting
false teachings.

Analyze Their Doctrines Critically
Christians should study their doctrines carefully and be able to refute
them logically.

Approach Them with Love and Patience

Jehovah’s Witnesses genuinely believe they have the truth, so it is
better to engage them with patience and love rather than hostility.

Pray for Spiritual Discernment
Believers must seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit to avoid deception
and effectively share the true Gospel.

6.

Conclusion

1) Jehovah’s Witnesses reject essential Christian doctrines, particularly
the divinity of Jesus and the Trinity.

2) They use a distorted version of the Bible, promote false end-times
prophecies, and impose strict control over their members.

3) For these reasons, they are considered a heresyby mainstream
Christianity.

4) However, it is important to remember that Jehovah's Witnesses are
still people whom God loves.

5) Christians should approach them with biblical truth, love, and prayer,
helping them see the real Gospel of Jesus Christ.



