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Week 9 The Theology of Psalms and Wisdom

Literature

1. Course Overview

1)

2)

This lecture explores the theological themes of God’s revelation and
human response through the Psalms and Wisdom Books (Proverbs,
Job, Ecclesiastes).

Unlike the Law or the Prophets, these writings express divine truths
through poetry, worship, and reflections on life, dealing with suffering,
trust, righteousness, praise, and the fear of the Lord.

2. Theology of the Psalms

1)

God-Centered Praise and Prayer

2)

The Psalms are filled with language of praise and petition, emphasizing a
personal and relational approach to God.

God’s Reign and Justice

God is portrayed as the righteous King who judges the wicked and
delivers the righteous.

3) Theology of Suffering and Lament

Many Psalms give voice to human suffering and faith in distress,



including deep theological questions about divine justice (theodicy).
4) Messianic Psalms

Certain Psalms are prophetic and rooted in the Davidic covenant,
pointing forward to the Messiah, which the New Testament identifies
with Christ.

3. Theology of the Wisdom Books
1) Theology of Proverbs
(1) Emphasizes that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.

(2) Teaches a connection between moral behavior and divine blessing.

2) Theology of Job
(1) Challenges simplistic cause-effect views of righteousness and
suffering.
(2) Highlights God’s sovereignty and human ignorance, show casing
faith in suffering.

3) Theology of Ecclesiastes
(1) Reflects on the vanity of life and the limits of human wisdom and
achievement.

(2) Concludes that fearing God and keeping His commandments is
humanity’s true purpose.

4. Integrated Theology of Psalms and Wisdom
1) These books navigate the tension between human experienceand
God’s sovereignty and faithfulness, showing how to interpret and live
out God’s will in real life.

2) They also connect to Christ—centered theology in the New Testament,
where the ultimate meaning of Psalms and Wisdom is fulfilled in
Jesus Christ.



