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Week 9 Lecture Notes

1 Thessalonians 4-5. Eschatology in Paul

1. Lecture Overview

1) This lecture focuses on Paul’'s response to early Christian concerns
regarding the end times as expressed in 1 Thessalonians.

2) We will study Paul’s teaching on the resurrection of the dead, the
return of Christ, and the Day of the Lord, gaining insights into his
pastoral eschatology.

2. Key Text Analysis
1) 1 Thessalonians4:13-18 —-The Resurrection and the Coming of the Lord
(1) Encouragement for those grieving the death of loved ones
(2) “Do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope.” (4:13)
(3) At the Lord’s return, the dead in Christ will rise first; then the
living will be caught up to meet the Lord

(4) Purpose of Paul’s teaching: “Encourage one another with these
words”

2) hessalonians 5:1-11 — The Day of the Lord and Spiritual Alertness
1) “The day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.” (5:2)

1T
(1)
(2) False peace will be followed by sudden destruction
(3)
(4)

3) Believers are children of light; they must remain awake and sober
4) Put on the breastplate of faith and love, and the helmet of the
hope of salvation

3. Main Teachings in Pauline Eschatology




1) Hope beyond death:
Death is not the end; resurrection and Christ’s return are real hopes.

2) Eschatology as comfort:
The doctrine of the end times iS meant to bring encouragement, not fear.

3) Call to spiritual vigilance:
Since we don’t know the time, we must always be watchful.

4) Life of holiness and readiness:
Believers are called to live as people of light, not darkness.

4. Applications for Today

1) Understanding Christian funerals and resurrection hope
2) Teaching balanced eschatology in the modern church
3) Living a holy life in light of Christ’s return
4) Encouraging one another with eschatological hope

5. Discussion Questions
1) What is Paul’s primary message about the end times?
2) Why is Christ’s return a source of comfort rather than fear?
3) How can we live spiritually alert and prepared lives?
4) How should our belief in the end times shape our daily lives?




