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Week 7. Joshua—Kings —The Kingdom and the
Kingdom of God

Lecture Overview

1) From the Book of Joshua to Kings, the narrative traces Israel’s conquest
of Canaan, the era of the judges, the establishment of the monarchy,
and eventually the exile.

2) These books reveal how the Kingdom of God unfolded in Israel’s
historical context, especially highlighting the relationship between
divine rule and human kingship, and the consequences of obedience
and disobedience.

2.

Biblical-Theological Themes

1) Conquest and Fulfilment of Promise
(1) In Joshua: Israel receives the land promised to Abraham.

(2) God appears as the one who fights for His people and grants
victory.

2) Judges and Divine Kingship
(1) Cycle of sin-judgment-repentance—deliverance.
(2) "There was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his
own eyes' is a repeated phrase.

3) The Beginning of the Monarchy(1 Samuel-1 Kings)
(1) Through Saul, David, and Solomon, the limits of human kingship
are revealed.




(2) The Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7) forms the foundation for the
promise of a Messianic kingdom.

4) Division and Corruption of the Kingdom
(1) The division into Northern Israel and Southern Judah.
(2) Idolatry and disobedience bring God's judgment.

5) Hope for God's Kingdom
Even amid the failure of human kings, God promises an eternal
kingdom through David’s descendant.

3. Theological Application

1) The Kingdom of God is not established by human strength or political
systems.

2) God is the true King, and His rule is fulfilled in Jesus Christ.

3) Despite human unfaithfulness, God remains faithful to His covenant
promises.
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Conclusion

1) The historical narrative from Joshua to Kings is a powerful theological
account of how God’s Kingdom was to be realized on earth.

2) lIsrael’s failure highlights the need for the true King—the promised
Messiah.



