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Week 5 The Patriarchs and God's Covenant

1. Course Overview

1) This lecture explores the major patriarchs of Genesis—Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, and Joseph—and the covenants God made with them.

2) The divine covenant is a central theme throughout the Bible, and
understanding how God’s redemptive plan unfolds through the lives of
the patriarchs is the main focus of this session.

2. Learning Objectives

1) Understand the lives of the patriarchs and God’s calling upon them.

2) Analyze the characteristics and meanings of the covenants God made
with each patriarch.

3) Examine how the fulfilment of these covenants points forward to
Jesus Christ.

3. Main Content

1) Abraham and the Covenant(Genesis 12, 15, 17)
(1) Promise of land, descendants, and blessing
(2) Abraham justified by faith
(3) Sign of the covenant: circumcision

2) Isaac and the Continuation of the Covenant
(1) The covenant with Abraham continues through Isaac

(2) Emphasis on God's faithfulness and the perpetuation of His promise

3) Jacob and the Expansion of the Covenant

(1) Jacob's name changed to Israel
(2) Revelation at Bethel and reaffirmation of the covenant
(3) Origin of the twelve tribes

4) Joseph and God's Providence
(1) Though the covenant is not explicitly repeated, God's redemptive




plan continues

(2) God's work in preserving and saving the people of Israel through
Joseph

4. Theological Application
1) God's covenant is faithfully fulfiled despite human weakness.
2) The faith of the patriarchs serves as a model for believers today.

3) God’s covenant, fulfiled in Christ, remains the foundation of the
Christian life, and believers are recipients of this covenantal promise.



