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A (Exegesis and Thematic Breakdown)
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Week 5 Lecture Note
1 Corinthians 1-2: The Message of the Cross




1. Course Objectives

1) To understand the historical and pastoral context of the Corinthian
church.

2) To grasp Paul’s theological message regarding the message of the
Cross.

3) To properly interpret the contrast between worldly wisdom and God’s
wisdom.

4) To emphasize the importance of revelation and discernment through
the Holy Spirit.

5) To discuss practical applications for the church, preaching, and
discipleship today.

2.

Exegesis and Thematic Breakdown

1 Corinthians 1

1) Divisions in the Church (1:10-17)
(1) Factions formed around leaders (Paul, Apollos, Cephas, Christ).
(2) Paul appeals for unity in the name of Christ.
(3) Application: Critique of church division and clergy centered authority.

2) The Message of the Cross vs. Human Wisdom (1:18-25)
(1) The message of the cross is foolishness to those perishing, but
to those being saved, it is the power of God.
(2) Jews demand signs; Greeks seek wisdom; Paul preaches Christ

crucified.
(3) “The foolishness of God is wiser than men---”

3) God's Calling and Election (1:26-31)
(1) God chooses the weak and foolish things of the world to shame
the wise.
(2) Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.

3.

1 Corinthians 2

1) Paul’s Method of Preaching (2:1-5)
(1) Not with eloguent words, but with demonstration of the Spirit and
of power.




(2) That faith may rest not in human wisdom, but in God’s power.

2) The Hidden Wisdom of God (2:6-10)
(1) A mystery hidden from the rulers of this age — the wisdom of the
Cross.
(2) Revealed by the Spirit to those who love God.

3) The Spiritual Person vs. the Natural Person (2:11-16)
(1) Only the Spirit of God knows the deep things of God.
(2) The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of
God.
(8) “But we have the mind of Christ.”

3. Key Theological Themes

Theme Explanation
The Message of the Cross God’s redemptive method that appears foolish to the world but is the highest form of avine wisdom and power.
Reversal of Wisdom God overturns human standards by choosing what is weak, lowly, and despised.

Revelation by the Spirit Salvation and divine truths are revealed only by the Holy Spirit.
True boasting is in Christ alone, not in men or worldly wisdom.

Boasting in the Lord

4. Practical Application

1) Warning against Church Division: Dangers of leadercentered spirituality
and denominationalism.

2) Essence of Preaching and Ministry: Gospel proclamation empowered
by the Holy Spirit rather than human rhetoric.

3) Recovering a Cross—-Centered Gospel: Correcting distortions such as
prosperity theology and humanism.

4) Importance of lllumination by the Holy Spiritin Bible reading, preaching,
and ministry.

5) True Spirituality: Following the way of the cross rather than worldly
success or fame.

5. Discussion Questions
1) Why does Paul call the message of the cross “foolishness” to some?
2) How is God’s wisdom different from the wisdom of this world? What
wisdom is the modern church following today?
3) How much do we rely on the Holy Spirit for revelation and understanding?
4) How can a cross—centered faith be lived out practically in daily life?




6. Conclusion
1) Paul confronts the Corinthian church’s divisions, secular values, and

man-centered religion by returning to the centrality of the cross.

2) The cross humbles human pride, reveals God’s wisdom and power,
and is understood only through the Spirit.

3) Today, we too must recover the wisdom and power of the cross to
restore the true gospel and spiritual discernment.



