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Week 3 Lecture
Romans 3 — The Doctrine of Justification

1.

Lecture Overview

1) This lecture focuses on Romans chapter 3, systematically exploring
the total depravity of mankind, the righteousness of God, and
justification through Jesus Christ.

2) It explains the principle of righteousness by faith apart from the law
and sheds light on the Reformation’s core doctrine, justification by
faith(sola fide), from the perspective of Pauline theology.

3) The central theme is the New Testament revelation of the “righteousness
of God,” manifested not as judgment but as redemptive grace.

2.

Exegesis of Romans 3

1) All Are Under Sin (3:1-20)
(1) Paul declares that both Jews and Gentiles are equally under sin.

(2) “There is none righteous, no, not one” (3:10) — the doctrine of
total depravity.

(3) The Law reveals sin but cannot justify anyone (3:20).

(4) This section highlights the limits of legalism and the universal
sinfulness of humanity.

Theological Point:
No human effort or law—keeping can justify a person before God.

2) The Revelation of God's Righteousness — Justification Through Christ

(3:21-26)

(1) “But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been
manifested---” (3:21)

(2) The righteousness of God is given through faith in Jesus Christ to
all who believe (3:22).

(3) “Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus”(3:24)-introducing the key concepts of redemption,
propitiation, and grace.




(4) The cross becomes the place where both the justice and love of
God are fully revealed.

Key Concepts:

(1) Justification:A legal declaration—God declares the sinner righteous.

(2) Propitiation:Christ satisfies the wrath of God through His atoning
death.

(3) Faith Alone:Justification is received through faith, not by works.

3) Boasting Is Excluded by Faith (3:27-31)
(1) “Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded” - the law of faith
removes human boasting (3:27).
(2) God is not the God of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles
(3:29).
(3) The universality of salvation through faith is clearly declared.

Theological Application:
Humans have no grounds for boasting. Salvation is entirely by grace
through faith in Christ alone.

3. Theological Significance

Theme Explanation

Righteousness of God A redemptive righteousness that satisfies the law, revealed in Christ
Total Depravity Both Jews and Gentiles are sinners. No one can save themselves
Righteousness by Faith Participation in God's righteousness through faith alone

Nature of Justification A forensic (legal) declaration; the beginning of sanctification

4. Application
1) Clarity in Evangelism:
Be able to clearly and simply proclaim that “we are justified by faith.”

2) Assurance of Salvation:

Move beyond guilt and legalism to assurance through justification in
Christ.

3) Doctrinal Education in the Church:
Justification by faith is the theological answer to prosperity gospel,
legalism, and moralism.




4) Recovery of Reformation Theology:

Martin Luther called justification “the doctrine upon which the Church
stands or falls.”

5. Summary Chart

Category Summary
Core Passage Romans 3:21-26
Central Doctrine Justification by Faith (Sola Fide)

Central Truth God is just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus (Rom. 3:26)
Key Words

Righteousness (SLkaLooovn),Faith (nlotic),Redemption (dToALTPWOLS), Propitiation (tAacthplov)

6. Memory Verse

“But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been

manifested... being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption
which is in Christ Jesus.”

(Romans 3:21, 24)




