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(Overview of the New Testament)
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6. &DXE (Recommended Reading)

AF (OHLINE/ESV/NIV)
D. A. Carson & Douglas Moo, An Introduction to the New Testament
Gordon Fee & Stuart, How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth

Week 1 Lecture Plan: Overview of the New
Testament

1. Course Overview




1) This lecture provides a general introduction to the structure, background,
and key themes of the New Testament.

2) The goal is to understand how each book contributes to God’s
redemptive history and how the New Testament is interconnected both
theologically and historically.

3) Students will explore the historical, literary, and theological contexts of
the New Testament and grasp the purpose and message of each
book.

2. Learning Objectives
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
1) Explain the overall structure and divisions of the New Testament.
2) Understand the historical, cultural, and political background of the
New Testament.
3) Identify the major theological themes (e.g., Jesus Christ, salvation, the
Kingdom of God).
4) Summarize the basic purpose and content of each New Testament book.
3. Lecture Content

1) Structure of the New Testament
(1) Total: 27 Books
(2) Gospels (4)
(3) History (1)

(4) Pauline Epistles (13)

(5)

(6)

5) General Epistles (8)
6) Prophetic Book (1)

Divisions:

(1) Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

(2) History: Acts

(3) Epistles: Romans-Jude (Pauline and General Epistles)
(4) Apocalypse: Revelation

2) Historical and Cultural Background
(1) Intertestamental Period(400 silent years between Malachi an Matthew)

(2) Roman occupation of Judea



(3) Jewish sects: Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, Zealots
(4) Hellenistic influence and the widespread use of Koine Greek

3) Key Themes
1) The Kingdom of God
2) The Person and Work of Jesus Christ
3) Salvation and Faith
4) The Role of the Holy Spirit
)
)

5) The Birth and Growth of the Church
6) Eschatological Hope (End Times)
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4) Brief Overview of Each Section
(1) Gospels: The life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
(2) Acts: The coming of the Holy Spirit and the expansion of the
early Church
(3) Epistles: Instruction in doctrine and Christian living
(4) Revelation: The end of the age and the new heaven and new earth

4. Application & Discussion Questions
1) Why is it difficult to understand the New Testament without the Old
Testament?
2) Why are four different Gospels necessary?
3) What is the most important message the New Testament offers to
modern Christians?
4) Why is understanding the background and purpose of each epistle
important?
5. Assignment
1) Memorize the list of all New Testament books and their number of
chapters.
2) Read Matthew chapters 1-4 and write a one—page summary on “The
|dentity and Beginning Ministry of Jesus Christ.”
6. Recommended Reading

1) The Bible (in your preferred translation: ESV, NIV, NASB, etc.)
2) D. A. Carson & Douglas Moo, An Introduction to the New Testament
3) Gordon Fee & Douglas Stuart, How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth



