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Contemporary Exegetical Approaches to Pauline Letters
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Week 14 Contemporary Exegetical Approaches to
Pauline Letters

1. Course Overview
1) This lecture explores how modern biblical scholarship approaches the




interpretation of Pauline letters.

2) It introduces and compares various contemporary exegetical methods
including historical grammatical exegesis, narrative criticism, socio
scientific approaches, and rhetorical analysis and demonstrates how
each method is applied to specific Pauline texts.

2. Major Exegetical Approaches

Methodology Description

Historical-Grammatical Analyzes the historical background and grammatical structure to clarify meaning
Narrative/Literary Criticism Interprets the message through narrative structure, plot, and character analysis
Rhetorical Criticism Examines Paul’s argumentative structure and persuasive techniques
Social-Scientific Approach Interprets texts in light of the social structures and cultural context of the time
Liberation/Feminist Hermeneutics Interprets the text from the standpoint of the oppressed,considering gender and pow€l dynamics

3. Application to Pauline Letters

1) Romans: Rhetorical analysis—Understanding Paul’s logical argumentation
(1) 1 Corinthians: Social—scientific method — Understanding the
divisions and cultural dynamics of the Corinthian church

(2) Philippians: Narrative criticism — Interpreting the story structure of
Christ’s humility and exaltation

4. Assessment and Comparison

Category Traditional Methods Contemporary Methods

Focus Authorial intent, historical context Reader response, narrative, sociocultural lens
Strengths Theological accuracy,respect for tradition Fresh insights, accommodates diverse readership
Limitations Cultural distance,restricted interpretation Potential subjectivity, lack of theological consistency

5. Course Obijectives

1) Understand the characteristics of various modern exegetical methods.
2) Analyze how each method can be applied to interpret Pauline letters.
3) Develop a balanced exegetical strategy for sound interpretation.

4) Gain practical insights applicable to theology and preaching today.



