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Week 14 General Epistles and the Book of Revelation

1. Course Overview
1) The General Epistles (James, Peter, John, Jude) and the Book of
Revelation form the final part of the New Testament.

2) These writings address early Christian communities facing persecution
and confusion, offering guidance for faithfulness.

3) This lecture explores their theological themes, literary features, and
Christ—centered message.

2. Theology of the General Epistles
1) Ethics and Practical Faith in Community
(1) James: Faith expressed through action
(2) 1 & 2 Peter: Hope amid suffering, holy living
(3) Johannine Epistles: Theology of love, truth, and obedience
(4)

Jude: Warning against false teachers

2) Identity of the Church and Believers
(1) Christians as sojourners set apart in the world
(2) Responsibilities of God’s people
(38) Defense of the Truth




(4) Warnings against heresy and false doctrines
(5) Preserving apostolic tradition

3. Theology of Revelation

1) Eschatological Hope
(1) Christ’s return and the New Heaven and New Earth
(2) God’s final victory and the judgment of evil
2) Symbolism in Apocalyptic Literature
(1) Use of numbers, colors, animals, and figures
(2) Imagery rooted in the Old Testament
3) The Victorious Church
(1) Messages to the seven churches:repentance, endurance, faithfulness
(2) The identity of the overcoming church through martyrdom and
victory

4

Christ—Centered Message

1) Both the General Epistles and Revelation center on Christ’s redemption,
reign, and return.

2) Emphasis on the glorious promise given to those who remain faithful
amidst trials.

5.

Conclusion

1) Far from being mere moral teachings or speculative end-time visions,
the General Epistles and Revelation provide direction for Christian life
and readiness for the end.

2) As the final part of the biblical canon, they remind believers of the
victory and hope found in Christ.



