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Exegesis on Paul’'s Use of the Law
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Week 13: Exegesis on Paul’'s Use of the Law

. Course Overview

1) In his epistles, Paul presents a complex and nuanced theology of the
Law. Especially in Galatians, Romans, and Corinthians, he addresses
the purpose, limitations, and fulfillment of the Law in light of the
Gospel.

2) This lecture explores Paul’s use and interpretation of the Law through
exegetical study.

. Key Texts

1) Galatians 3:19-25

2) Romans 3:19-31; 7:1-25; 10:1-4
3) 1 Corinthians 9:20-21

4) Philippians 3:4-9

. Main Topics

1) The Purpose and Function of the Law
(1) The Law exposes sin (Rom 3:20; Gal 3:19)
(2) The Law as a tutor leading to Christ (Gal 3:24)




(3) A standard of God’s holiness

2) The Law and Righteousness
(1) No one is justified by works of the Law (Rom 3:20)
(2) The Law does not provide a path to righteousness
(3) Contrast between righteousness by faith and by the Law

3) The Limitations and Fulfillment of the Law
(1) The Law cannot save from sin
(2) Paul speaks of the Law as fulfilled, not abolished (Rom 10:4)
(3) The Law is fulfilled in Christ

4) Relationship between the Law and the Gospel
(1) The Gospel does not nullify the Law but fulfills it
(2) The law of the Spirit of life (Rom 8:2)
(3) A New Covenant re—interpretation of the Law

5) Jews, Gentiles, and Life under the Law

(1) Paul's missionary strategy: "To those under the Law, as under the
Law..." (1 Cor 9:20-21)

(2) The Law is redefined beyond ethnic identity in Christ

4. Theological Debates

1) Abolition, Continuation, or Fulfillment of the Law?

2) The “New Perspective on Paul”’and its interpretation of the Law

3) How does Paul’s understanding of the Law relate to Old Testament
revelation?

4) Paul vs. James: Justification by faith or by works?

5.

Application and Conclusion

1) What role does the Law play in Christian life today?

2) Maintaining balance between grace and the Law

3) The Law leads to condemnation, but the Gospel brings the freedom
of life

4) Overcoming legalism and antinomianism in the church



