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Week 13 Biblical Theology of the Pauline Epistles

1. Course Overview

1) The Pauline Epistles are central theological documents in the New
Testament.

2) They contain deep teachings about the essence of the gospel, the
plan of salvation, the identity of the Church, and the Christian life.

3) This lecture explores the core theological themes of Paul’s letters
within the redemptive—historical framework of Scripture.

2. Key Theological Themes in Paul’'s Epistles
1) The Righteousness of God
(1) As emphasized in Romans 1:16-17, God's righteousness is the
foundation of salvation through faith.

(2) Justification is not by human works, but by faith in Jesus Christ.
Justification by Faith




(3) Using Abraham as an example, Paul teaches that even before the
Law, righteousness came by faith (Romans 4).
(4) Salvation is not through works of the Law but through faith alone.

2) Grace and Redemption
(1) Deliverance from sin is solely by God's grace (Ephesians 2:8-9).

(2) Redemption through the cross of Christ opens the way of salvation
that humans cannot achieve on their own.

3) The Role of the Holy Spirit
(1) The Spirit indwells believers and leads them into holy living(Romans 8).
(2) The Spirit also builds the Church through unity and the distribution
of spiritual gifts.

4) New Life in Christ
(1) Union with Christ means the death of the old self and the beginning
of a new life (Galatians 2:20).
(2) Believers are no longer slaves to sin but live as servants of
righteousness.

5) The Nature and Mission of the Church
(1) The Church is the body of Christ, with each believer being a part
of it (1 Corinthians 12).
(2) The Church’s mission includes evangelism, teaching, service, and

unity.
3. Pauline Theology in the Unity of Redemptive History
1) Paul contrasts sin and death in Adam with life and salvation in Christ,
the second Adam (Romans 5).
2) The history of Israel and fulfilment of covenants connect to the
redemption of the Church and Gentiles (Romans 9-11).
4. Contemporary Application

1) Personal: A life of faith grounded in grace.
2) Community: Unity, love, service, and a missional life within the Church.
3) Society: Living out righteousness, reconciliation, justice, and love.



