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Pauline Theology and Key Greek Terms
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Week 12: Pauline Theology and Key Greek Terms

1.

Course Overview

1 This lecture analyzes the key Greek terms that form the core
theological concepts in Paul’s epistles.

2) Each word serves as a foundational building block of Pauline theology,
and understanding these terms accurately is essential for biblical
interpretation and theological reflection.

2. Key Greek Terms and Their Theological Significance
Greek Term Pronunciation English Translation Key Passage Theological Meaning
nloTLe pistis faith Romans 3:28 Justification is by faith, not by the law.
XOPLG charis grace Ephesians 2:8  Salvation is entirely by God’s grace.
SLkaiLoouvn, dikaiosyné righteousness Romans 1:17 A right relationship with God given through faith.
ATOADTPWOLS apolytrosis redemption Romans 3:24 Redemption from sin through the blood of Christ.
auaptla hamartia sin Romans 5:12 The fundamental fallen state of humanity.
cwtnela sotéria salvation Romans 10:10  Salvation obtained through faith.
mvedua pneuma Spirit Romans 8:1-17 The work and guidance of the Holy Spirit.
oap¥ / mvedua  sarx/pneuma flesh / Spirit Galatians 5:16-25 The contrast between flesh and Spirit—fruit of the Spirit.
¢KKANnoLa ekklesia church 1 Corinthians 1:2 The called—out community, the body of Christ.
Sacrificial and unconditional love of God.
aybmn agapé love 1 Corinthians 13
3. Hermeneutical Application
1) Compare the Old Testament background and transformed usage of
each Greek term in the Pauline context.
2) Explore the possible interpretive nuances depending on context.
3) Provide insights into how these terms are applied in pastoral and
doctrinal teaching.
4. Learning Objectives
1) To understand key Pauline theological concepts through the original
Greek terms.
2) To grasp how Paul’s choice of terms supports his theological
arguments.
3) To recognize the importance of Greek terminology in biblical exegesis
and preaching.
5. Assignment

1) Identify and explain the theological implications of key Greek terms
found in Romans 3, Galatians 2, and Ephesians 2.

2) Write a brief report on how theological meanings are enhanced or
diminished through translation of Greek terms.



